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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC, 
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF A NEW YEAR. 


We wish the Panoplist to sustain such a character, as that its 
readers, whenever it meets their eyes, should receive it as a friend; 
—a friend to the human race, to the cause of truth, to our common 
country, to every good institution, and to themselves individually. 
Whether such has been its character hitherto, each reader will de- 
cide for himself; and, while he reserves the privilege of thus de- 
ciding, will permit us to speak in the character, which we wish to 
sustain. We will venture, then, to offer such reflections and such 
advice to our readers, as we think ought to be well rec@ived from 
the mouth of an acknowledged friend, who should be cordially de- 
sirous of promoting the eternal interests of those whom he was ad- 
dressing. 

The commencement of a new year is sometimes celebrated with 
festivity and mirth; but it better comports with the nature of man, 
as an immortal and accountable being, that this season should be 
regarded as the opportunity for serious thought, and faithful self- 
examination. A year is an inportant portion of human life, espe- 
cially of active life. Deduct from our scanty number of years the 
period of childhood and early youth, the months of sickness, and 
the season which is often burdened with the infirmitics of age; and 
the remainder, which can be applied to the active service of Godin the 
church and in the world, will be small. Let those, who are now 
enjoying this precious season of activity, consider that the year 
past has borne testimony for them, or against them. ‘The tenor of 
their conduct and their feelings cannot have been of an indifferent 
character. Here let each reader pause. The scrutiny now pro- 
posed is worthy of his most solemn attention. 

Of those, whom we are addressing, a considerable number can 
derive pleasure, we are confident, from a self-examination conduct- 
ed upon Christian principles. Though they find many sins fo 4a- 
ment, many unhappy examples to deplore, many instances of neg- 
ligence and indolence to condemn, yet they can truly say, that tine 
prevailing influence of their words, their conduct, and their feel- 
ings, has been friendly to the cause af truth, and to the pres- 
ent and future happiness of those with whom they have been con- 
versant. ‘They can reflect with joy and geratit: ide, that they have 
heen made acquainted with the Gospel: that they have, as they 
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hope, embraced it; that they wish others, their families, their 
friends, their countrymen, and all mankind te embrace it; that 
they endeavor by precept and example to premote its influence 
among men; that they honor its holy institutions by observing 
them and inducing others to observe them; that they take an active 
part jn the various plans for diffusing a knowledge of the Bible and 
salvation among the destitute in every country; that they rejoice 
in the success of the Gospel more than in any private goad; and 
that its final triumph is the object of their desires, their hopes, 
their fondest anticipations. 

‘To such persons we would gladly offer a werd of encouragement. 
Various and weighty are the motives, which urge them ‘to per- 
severe, and to strive that the commencement of every future year 
of their lives may find them continually and rapidly advancing in 
the way toward heaven. ‘They will do well to stimulate their ac- 
tivity by reflecting seriously and often, on the amazing conse. 
quences of their actions, not only as it fespects themselves, but 
many others with whom they have intercourse. Man has great 
things te do in this world. He must exert either a salutary or a 
haleful influence. His existence must be either a blessing ora 
curse to himself and others. How urgent, then, is the duty of em- 
ploying life in a course of active beneficence; and how powerfully 
should this duty commend itself to the hearts and consciences of 
those, who profess and feel a personal interest in the great reali- 
ties of the world to come. One would think it scarcely necessary 
to exhort persons of this class to the performance of their high du- 
ties, or to yemind them of their privileges and their heavenly call- 
ing, Yet such is the lukewarmness, the heedlessness, the stupidi- 
ty, even of good men, that they continually need to have these du- 
ties urged, the performance of which is reasonably expected from 
them, aud which relate to the public prosperity of religion in the 
world. As the influence of each man is attended with everlasting 
consequences, it especially behoves professars of religion to scruti- 
nize the tendency of their actions; to mark the progress of their 
characters; to take the alarm if indolent, or slumbering at their 
posts; a to press forward, if they find reason to judge favorably 
of their spiritual state. 

But we turn to another class of readers. It is not uncharitable 
to suppose, that many persons will cast their eyes upen these lines, 
who have never e) ngaged i in the service of Christ, nor committed 
their souls to Him. ” Probably they admit the Bible to be the word 
of God, and hope at some future time to share in the blessings 
which it offers. They cannot deny, however, that for the present 
they are destitute of a personal interest in the salvation of the Gos- 
pel; that they have done little, if any thing, to promote the cause 
of Christianity; that their hearts are little affected with invisible 
things; and that they are lamentably deficient in every distinguish-. 
ing trait of the Christian. How many will not hesitate to make 
all these confessions to themselves, if not to some intimate friend; 
and still how little do they feel the import of what they acknow- 
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ledge to be true. They will do well to consider, that every argu- 
ment, which can at any time influence them in reference to religion, 
ought to have an effect now; that they can gain nothing by pro-. 
crastination, and may very probably lose all; that the motives 
which now induce them to defer the concerns of their souls to «a 
more convenient season,” will but too probably operate to-morrow, 
the next month, and the next year, till no time shall remain; till 
the last hour, like all its predecessors, shall have been squandered 
away, and the last offers of mercy shall have been neglected and 
abused. How melancholy the thought, that this sheuld actually be 
the case with many, who are in the enjoyment of Christian privi- 
leges, and who, from their earliest years, have heard the proclama- 
tion,—**Repent; change your moral characters; for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” 

It is with peculiar solicitude that we turn our attention tothe young. 
Among this interesting class of persons we have many readers; 
some, we hope, who, in the morning of their days, have sincerely 
dedicated themselves to the service of their Maker, and others who 
feel anxiously desirous of obtaining the favor of God, and of parti- 
cipating in the employments and the blessedness of his people. 
Happy will it be for the rising generation, if they make a wise 
choice, at an early period of their lives, and devote their whole 
strength and activity to Him, who has given them every faculty 
Which they possess, and who requires that every faculty should be 
employed to his glory. Happy will it be, if the youth of our coun- 
try should engage in the great and glorious work of reforming pub- 
lic morals, of purifying our land, and of sending the Gospel to the 
destitute in every region. That this will be the case, to a very 
considerable extent, we fully believe. It must be the case, before 
the united energies of a Christian community can be brought to 
bear with the proper effect upon a great common object. It is cus- 
tomary to speak highly of the season of youth, and to urge upon 
the young their encouragements and their duties; yet we are not 
sure that this period of life has had its full importance assigned te 
it. ‘The aged have more wisdom and more judgment, but the 
young have more activity and more courage; and it is by courage 
and by action that the world is swayed, rather than by prudent 
reasonings and sage counsels. When the young enlist in a good 
cause, they will be docile, and’ willing to profit by the knowledge 
and experience of the aged; and thus by a happy union the ereatest 
and the best results will be produced. On this subject, there has 
been, in every age, a miserable deception, of which merely nomina? 
Christians have been the dupes. It is this; that the young may 
well be excused from many serious and religious duties, fer the 
purpose of engaging in what are called the appropriate enjoyments 
of youth; that is, in various worldly pursuits and amusements. 
which are deemed quite incompatible with a strict religious pro- 
iession. ‘This mistake has a most pernicious tendency. It needs 
to be exposed and shunned. Never can it be more desirable, that 
“every thought should be brought into captivity to fhe abedience of 
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Christ,” than at the period of youth. The character is then form- 
ing. Very frequently all future years take their impression from 
that period. Those, who are benevolent, chaste, and pious in 
youth, are almost invariably useful and happy in old age; while 
those, who spend their youth in the neglect of serious duties, too 
commonly grow more careless as their years advance, spend a use- 
less if not a mischievous old age, and remain without hope till the 
lamp of life is extinguished. 

It is a pleasing fact, that in our own country, as well as in Great 
Britain, many youths, of both sexes, and possessing distinguished 
advantages, are coming forward with a determination to make it 
the business of their lives to do good—to mitigate human suffering, 
to remove ignorance, to suppress and discountenance vice, and to 
disseminate the knowledge of salvation in a perishing world. How 
cheering must it be to the heart of the aged saint, who has labored 
faithfully in the service of his Divine Master, and is. just about 
closing his sacred employments on earth, to look around him and 
see a multitude of the rising generation zealously engaged in the 
same cause, and bringing to its aid talents, wealth, eloquence, and 
ceaseless activity. How encouraging must it be to the young them- 
selves, to see so goodly a number pledged to stand by each other; 
to maintain the arduous struggle against sin in all its forms; and 
to live as examples of the purifying and sacred efficacy of the 
Gospel. 

Never has there been a time, within the reach of modern history, 
when the young could look up to such a constellation of all the 
splendid virtues, as now shine upon the world. On what page, in 
the annals of beneficent exertions, if we except the inspired teachers 
of the true religion, can a Wilberforce be found? If you do not 
searcl: in vain, throughout preceding centuries, for a man, who oc- 
cupied a distinguished place in the legislature of a great nation; 
whose life was one continued triumph of illustrious talents and ex- 
alted virtue over ignorance, prejudice, and malevolence; and 
whose private character exhibited a bright assemblage of all the 


amiable domestic and social qualities, while his public services 


called forth the benedictions of the friends of Christianity in every 
part of the world; you will yet find it difficult, if not impossible, 
to fix your eyes on any individual so preeminent in worth, and so 
successful in the most glorious enterprises, so beloved in the social 
circle, and so powerful in the senate, as the man who is hailed, by 
common acclamation, THe LrBeraTor oF AFRICA. 

In what preceding age has a woman been found, who can be 
compared to Hannah More, in the extent of the benefits conferred 
upon the world by her long continued exertions? While she has 
taught monarchs to reign with righteousness and dignity, her prin- 
cipal and successful aim has been to instruct the cottager in his du- 
ty, and to direct and accompany the humble Christian in his way 
toward heaven. 

Who is ignorant of the labors, the self-denying and disinterested 
services of Dr. Buchanan, not now among the living, alas! but just 
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gone to share in the blessedness of'those, who have ‘turned many to 
righteousness.’ Nor ought we to omit the names of Fuller and 
Thornton, whom the Christian world has lately been called to 
mourn, and who, though they occupied far different stations, are 

et to be numbered among the great benefactors of mankind. For 


- amultitude of examples, less distinguished indeed than those which 
~ have been mentioned, but highly worthy of imitation, look at the 
faithful missionaries, and the faithful preachers of the Gospel in our 
own country and abroad; look at the most zealous patrons and 


promoters of all charitable designs, and of all attempts to preserve 
and restore purity of morals; look at the enlightened legislator 
and the learned civilian, who, in the fear of God, and for the pro- 
motion of his glory, exert their talents and influence to prevent 
and suppress vice, and uphold the cause of virtue. Wherever such 
characters are to be found, they should excite the emulation of 
those who may succeed them in the same employments, and attract 
the Jove and veneration of all. ‘The judicious observer will not 
hesitate to acknowledge, that the present times abound in examples 
of elevated virtue, and furnish powerful incentives to engage in the 
most laudable undertakings. 

The present day is, to Christians precminently, a day of action. 
Whatever mere profession may have done in other times, it wiil 
not in our days give even the appearance of religion. The man, 
who calls himself a Christian, and yet feels no interest in the pros- 
perity of the church, and makes no sacrifices to promote the salva- 
tion of his fellow men, may well conclude that he is Cestitute of 
that heavenly principle, charity, without which all other attain- 
ments are nothing. Certain it is, that no sincere Christian can 


_ hesitate to take a part in the great works of benevolence, which 


are going forward, unless he is in deplorable ignorance on these 
subjects. Probably a considerable number of Christians are in 
this state of ignorance. If so, their case is to be lamented; for 
they are deprived of some of the most precious enjoyments, of 
which the human soul is capable. 

Men are now taking sides, and acting in support of the side to 
which they adhere. Never was there a tine more favorable to a 
developement of real character. Never was it easier for a man to 
ascertain his true condition; and never was there a time so favor- 
able to every attempt to do good to others. Shall we, shall any of 
our readers, suffer this seed-time of the world to pass away, with- 
out making that use of it, for which it was evidently designed? If 
Divine wisdom has declared, that «he that sleepeth in harvest, is 
a son that causeth shame,’ what a load of reproach and shame is 


- brought upon the Christian profession, by those, who have taken 


upon them the name of Christ, and yet sleep in seed time and in 


_ harvest. and can never be roused from their slumbers? 


Let us not be understood, however, to assert or imply, that ap- 
parent activity in the service of Christ is conclusive evidence of a 
saving interest in Him. The great Apostle of the Gentiles has de- 
cided the point, that no sacrifices of time, of property, or of life. 





























































8 On the Sabbath. JAN. 


and no external qualifications, however splendid, can of themselves 
confer the character of a true disciple. No exertions, no sacrifices, 
can form an acceptable substitute for genuine love. No intellectual 
cndowments, no works of benevolence, no public usefulness, will 
compensate for the want of inward purity. Let no man deceive 
himself in this matter. Let no man secretly feel, as though he 
might partly atone for his own ‘sins, by his exertions to prevent tho 
sins of others. 

It is to be remembered, indeed, that the greatest love, zeal, and 
humility, are most likely to be found in company with the great- 
est exertions and sacrifices. Who was ever more humble, more 
watchful, more prayerful than Paul? and who more active, more 
laborious, more indefatigable, in the service of his Lord? In subse- 
quent ages, the Baxters, the Whitefields, and all the resolute re- 
formers, the fervid preachers, the learned defenders of Christian 
doctrine, and the ilustrious host of faithful martyrs, have been 
equally distinguished by their piety in the closet, their sanctity in 
the house of God, and their personal activity as laborers in the 
great harvest. When our eyes are fixed on the blessings which 
these holy men, and their successors of the present age, have con- 
ferred and are conferring on mankind, let each one pray for him- 
self, and for others, that when our Lord shall come, he may find 
us so doing. 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplist. 
ON THE SABBATH. NO. X. 


Tue prohibitory clause of the fourth commandment undoubtedly 
includes and forbids travelling on the Lord’s day, either for gain, 
or for pleasure. We have no more right to find our own pleasures 
on the public road, than in a private house, or a tavern. And ii 
it be a violatiou of the divine law to labor in the field for money, 
or even for bread, upon the Sabbath, surely travelling for money 
cannot be justified. Secular business has the same general char- 
acter, in Whatever way it may be pursued. It cannot be right to 
earn money on the high way, when it would be wrong to earn it in 
the field. ‘To condemn the farmer who ploughs and sows on tlie 
Lord’s day, and at the same time to excuse the merchant who 
drives through our towns in the stage, or his own private carriage. 
for the sake of gain, is absurd. God is no such respecter of per- 
sons. ‘The merchant, as well as the farmer, must answer for it, if 
he violate the sacred rest, by doing his own work. 

But there are certain popular excuses, which ought to be fairly 
weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, and estimated accord- 
ingly. The merchant, then, will tell us, that-he thinks it right by 
all means to keep the Sabbath, and that he aims to be as strict as 
his neighbors. But circumstances alter cases. His ship has just 
arrived in a distant port, and he must be there as soon as possible. 
Or, the times are critical. Markets are extremely fluctuating; 
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‘and so-much depends on the favorable moment for buying and sell- 
ing, that the Sabbath cannot always be punctiliously observed, 
without incurring heavy losses. Or, he has heard that a debtor ts 
in failing circumstances, and he must be brought to a settlement 
with the least possible delay. 

Now what, let me ask, do these and similar excuses amount to? 
To this and no more, that a strict regard to the law of the Sab- 
bath, may, in some extraordinary cases, be injurious to a man’s 

‘s‘wealth and outward estate.” Be it so—and what then? is it 
right, can it be safe, to trample on divine institutions for the sake of 
money? Where is the necessity for a man’s undertaking so much; 
for his plunging so deeply into trade, or any other business, that 
he must frequently encroach upon holy time, or lose his property. 
‘To create a sort of necessity for travelling on the Lord’s day, and 
then plead that necessity as an excuse, is a very ingenious way 
‘of robbing God to be sure, But it can be regarded in no other 
light, than as a daring attempt, to bring down his immutable law 
to the low, and fluctuating standard of human convenience or ava- 
rice! Andis that law to be thus bartered away for money, which 
when obtained drowns so many thousands in destruction and per- 
dition? 

The merchant may, indeed, sometimes plead the urgency of his 
business, as an excuse for travelling; and may not every other 
man do the same? If A may take this plea along with him as a 

passport, why may not B, and C, and the wholealphabet? Ifone man, 
who is now worth ten, twenty, or fifty thousand dollars, may set 
out for New York or Boston on the Lord’s day, to add five hun- 
dred, oy a thousand, to his fortune, then surely his neighbor, who 
is not half so rich, may set out at the same time, and with the same 
object. Much more, may every poor man, who has a prospect of 
gaining something for his immediate support by the journey. 

Yes, some one may be ready to say, all this is very true, and 
the merchant must not travel on the Sabbath for gain, But I am 
returning from along journey; I find myself on Saturday evening 
within ten or fifteen miles of home, and, surely, 1 may be permitted 
to travel that distance in the morning, especially as I am nearly 
out of money, You are anxious to reach home no doubt, and so is 
every person, who has been long absent; but is that any good rea- 
son why you should break the Sabbath? If you proceed, merely 
‘rom a desire to see your family, you will go home with the curse 

_of God on your head, If you stay where you are till the end of 

the Sabbath, you may go the next day with his blessing. As for 

: the excuse, that you have ne money, why did you undertake such 

» a journey without counting the cost?) Have you been to visit your 
_'riends? It were better never to see them again in this world, than 

to sin against God by violating his sacred rest. Have you been 
tbroad on business? Why did you go Without the means of resting 
on the Lord’s day? I had the means, but unexpected and unavoida- 
ble hindrances have exhausted them. Well then, did you keep the 
Sabbath holy, when far fromhome, and ameng strangers; or dia 
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you pursue your journey? If the latter, no wonder you have met 
with hindrances and losses. How can you expect that God will 
make your way prosperous, when you trample on his mstitutions? 
But suppose the very worst. ‘Lhe journey was indispensable. 
You have been as prudent and saving in your expenses, as possi- 
ble. You have made every reasonable effort to reach home before 
the Sabbath; but it overtakes you on the road. Have you nothing 
that you can spare to pay for entertainment? If not, and you fear 
God, you will certainly prefer denying yourself necessary tood, 
for one day, before taking a step which would incur lis displeas- 
ure. Besides; are you not in a Christian land? Make known your 
necessities and you need not fear. If it can be supposed that ) ou 
have no means of obtaining a trifle on credit, the hand of charity 
will most certainly be opened for your relief, 

But we must hear another excuse. I have no wish to travel on 
the Lord’s day, says one; but what shall I do? I find myself in the 
morning at a public house where the people are in the habit of as- 
sembling every Sabbath, to drink, and swear, and gamble. ‘To 
read, or meditate, in such a place, is impossible. I can cer- 
tainly keep the day better upon the road, and ought I not to go 
on? I answer, how came you to lodge at such a house? If you real- 
ly wished to rest on the Lord’s day, why did you not make i inqui- 
ry for a reputable tavern? It is incredible, that such an one could 
not be found in almost any part of our country.* Were travellers 
to make their calculations before hand with this view, they would 
find little difficulty. It is confidently believed, that a sincerely pi- 
ous man might travel thousands of miles, without once meeting 
with any serious disturbance, in keeping holy time. But you will 
say, perhaps, here I am, in this disorderiy house. The people are 
coming in. My devotions are already interrupted. Shall I go, 
or stay? If there is a place of worship near, go by all means, and 
make better calculations in future. If not, take up the cross— 
stay where you are, rather than spend the day in prosecuting your 


journey. God may afford you an opportunity to speak a word in 


season to the thoughtless people around you, and if not, who can 
tell what good effects nay be produced by your example? 

But we must hasten to an excuse, which is nearly allied to the 
two last. I am on the way with my family, says one, removing to 
ihe new settlements. We have several hundred miles to travel, and 
are under the necessity of proceeding as cheaply and as expe- 
ditiously as possible. Is it not clear, that under these circum- 
stances we ought to continue our journey on the Sabbath? No; it is 
not so clear, I think, as you may suppese. Why do you remove? 
Is it not to improve your condition? Do you expect to make it bet- 
ter without the blessing of God; and can you reasonably look for 
his blessing, while you are violating one of his express commands? 


* We suspect our correspondent is quite too eharitable to our country here. Beyond 
all question nine taverns out of ten, and probably ninety-nine out of a hundred, in large 
portions of our country, are infe sted with idle, dissolute tipplers, regularly every Sa 
ivath. ia many instances, | a traveller might have a room to himself; but very rarely 
‘old he hope to find a tavern, in which the Sabbath is strictly observed. Ep 
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You think it necessaty to perform ‘he journey with aslittle expense 
as possible: The following fact may assist you, m making the esti- 
mate. Nvot mary years ago, two families set out together from 
New-England, for the western country. The first Sabbath after 
their depatture, one of thie familfes rested according to the com- 
mandment, and the other went on. In the course of the day, a 
child, belonging to the latter, fell from the waggon under the wheel, 
by which it was terribly woundéd, and the whole family was detain- 
ed several weeks; while the formei passed by, and proceeded in 
safety to the place of their destination. 

Your excuse for traveHing- on the Lord’s day is, that by doing 
so a day is gained in point of time. But you forget, that cattle 
and horses were never made to labor seven days in a week. ‘The 
day of rest, which God has ordained, is so necessary to recruit 
their exhausted strength, that taking a very few weeks together, 
they will travel farther in six days every week, thaninseven. ‘The 
following well authenticated fact, is worthy of being recorded and 
remembered. ‘Two neighbors in Connecticut sold their farms, and 
with their families set out together for the state of Ohio. One of 
them travelled the first Sabbath, and the other rested. Before the 
end of the weck, the man who rested overtook and passed by the 
other. The next Sabbath he rested again. In the course of the 
day his neighbor came up, went on, and left him at the inn. In 
this manner they proceeded, passing each other every week; one 
Keeping the Sabbath strictly, and the other paying no regard to it. 
‘The former arrived as soon as the latter, and his team was much 
less worn down by the jotirney. Such, I doubt not, would be the 
result of ninety-nine similar experiments, out of an hundred. God 
has said, that our cattle shail not work upon tle Sabbath; and if we 
force them toit, wé shall assuredly be losers in the end. But sup- 
pose the gail, or saving of property, were to exceed the expecta- 
tions of the most sanguine calculator? Would that make it right 
for families, who are removing from one part of the country to an- 
other, to violate the sacred rest?) Let me always remain in a cot- 
tage, and gain a seanty subsistence from a few acres of land, rath- 
er than break one of the least of God’s commandments, to obtain 
ease and afffuence, ita large house, and upon a great estate. 

Some people, whé travel on the Lord’s day, have a very ingeni- 
ous niethod of quieting their consciences, by attending public wor- 
ship along on the road. ‘They rise early; ride as far as they can 
before the morning service; call in to hear a sermon while their 
horses are baiting; g6 on again in the intermission; stop into an- 
other place of worship; perhaps, in the afternoon; then prosecute 
their journey till evening, and bless themselves that they have kep* 
the Sabbath so well, and so profitably. 

Others again are, if possible, still more ingenious. They con- 
trive to take a real, or pretended invalid along with them, who, it 
is alleged, has been advised by physicians to travel every day. 
With this safe and convenient passport, they proceed with very lit. 
tle interruption, when in truth, there is no necessity for their goin 
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a single mile. I mention a fact which came ander my own obser- 
vation a8 a specimen. A gentleman, not long since, travelling 
through Connecticut in considerable state, dined on Saturday at 
F——-; and, in the course of conversation, inquired whether he 
should be allowed to travel the next day; alleging by way of ex- 
cuse, that he had a person with him, who was very much out of 
health. According to his own statement, however, this very per- 
son had been able to travel every day of the week, a long distance, 
over bad roads, and in.the midst of heavy rains! 

I shall mention but one more expedient, which is extensively 
adopted, to rob God of a part of his time. Finding that they can- 
not travel, after the rising of the sun on Sabbath morning, till it 
sets again, without incurring a penalty, many people travel a great 
part of Saturday night, and proceed again the next evening. In this 
way they do not even pretend to keep more than a tenth part of time 
holy, and yet, no doubt, think themselves very excusable, because 
the civil law cannot reach them. «O that such men were wise, that 
they understood this, that they would consider their latter end.’ 

I cannot conclude this number, without touching upon the sub- 
ject of ministerial exchanges. It is an interesting question, and 
one Which seems not to be settled even among good men, whether 
or not it is right and expedient for ministers to travel, from one 
parish to another on the Lord’s day, in making their occasional 
exchanges. it may be thought assuming for the writer of these 
essays, in this public manner, to express an opinion; but surely it 
is more than time, that the question were settled on the basis of 
Scripture, civiltaw, and expediency. If it be wrong, in ordinary 
cases, to ride five, ten, or fifteen miles on the Sabbath, to exchange 
with a brother, every conscientious minister would wish to be con- 
vinced of it. If it be right, the reasons in favor of the practice 
ought to be known, both for the sake of weak brethren, and to stop 
the mouths of gainsayers. 

Let our first inquiry be, Is the practice consistent with the spirit 
of the fourth commandment? Almost all will agree, that travelling 
five, or ten miles upon ordinary business, would be a violation of 
the divine law. Now what is there, in an ordinary ministerial ex- 
change, which makes it an exempt case? Do the Scriptures any 
where authorize ministers to travel further for the above purpose, 
than other persons are permitted to travel on the same holy day? 
Was there one Sabbath day’s journey for the priests, and another 
for the people in ancient times? I believe there is no intimation of it. 

Will it be pleaded, that the work of Christ’s ministers is a sacred 
work; that they are bound to preach on the Sabbath; and that the 
interests of religion are promoted by occasional exchanges? All 
this is readily admitted; but surely it does not prove any thing to 
the purpose. it may be very proper for me to exchange labors 
with a brother; and, at the same time, very improper for me to 
ride on the Lord’s day. It is as much the duty of my people to 
hear, as it is mine to preach; and if I may go abroad to discharge 
my duty, why may not they go just as far to fulfil theirs? Will it be 
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said they might attend worship in their own parish? Might not I 
do the same? | 

I have no difficulty in admitting, that it may often be the duty of 
missionarics to ride on the Sabbath. I believe, if a brother were 
unexpectedly to call, on Saturday evening, I might leave hiin the 
next morning to supply my pulpit, and go myself to preach ina va- 
cant parish. Nor does it admit of a doubt, I think, that there are 


"cases in which a minister, who has agreed upon an exchange, ought 


to spend the night at home, and go in the morning. His family 
may be sick, or there may be some other substantial reason. But 
why a man should be permitted to travel, merely because he is a 
preacher, and it suits his convenience to exchange, I nevor have 
been able to discover. Why should not a minister, as well as men 
of other professions and employments, do eyery thing that can be 
done, before the Sabbath arrives? Why not ride to the adjoining 
parish, or the distant town,. the preceding evening, that he may 
have all the time to himself in the morning? This hastening away 
from home, having scarcely had time to pray with his family; 
pushing on as fast as possible, for fear of being late; and stepping 
from his horse, or chaise, into the church; can scarcely be deemed 
the right kind of preparation for the momentous duties of the day. 
But he staid at home, perhaps, for the sake of giving religious in- 
struction, on Saturday evening, to his children and domestics. Is 
this, however, a sufficient excuse? Might not the same instruction 
have been given by the brother, with whom he exchanges Will 
any one say, my family cannot be left alone? Let your brother 
come on Saturday, and this excuse vanishes, . 

Upon the whole, it is believed, that take what view we will of the 
subject, travelling on the Sabbath to make exchanges, is, in ordi- 
nary circumstances, inconsistent with the spirit of the divine law. 
The Scriptures no where recognize the practice, as an exception to 
the general precepts, nor can it be classed, with necessary works of 
Mery. 

Let us, in the next place, turn our attention for a moment, to the 
law of the land respecting the Sabbath, I say the law of the land, 
because, if I am rightly informed, the law is substantially the same, 
in most of the states. I am no civilian, and shall not attempt to 
comment upon the letter of the Jaw in question. ‘There is a short- 
er, and, in my apprehension, a more satisfactory way of coming 
at the point, What is the construction put by our magistrates, 
where the law is executed, upon that part of it, which relates to 
travelling on the Lord’s day? All are agreed, I believe, that if a 
stranger proceed but one mile on his journey, without some urgent 
necessity, he is a Sabbath-breaker. All are agreed, that the man 
who travels from one parish to another, on secular business, or 
for pleasure, is liable to a penalty. ‘The man, too, who leaves his 
own church and goes five, or ten miles, én the Sabbath, to public 
worship in another place, is deemed a transgressor, by many of 
our best civilians; perhaps by all, If then the stranger may not 
travel; if the merchant may not go to the next parish upon business; 
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and if people may not even go abroad to attend public worship, 
when they have preaching at home, why is not the minister liable 
to a penalty if he travel on the Sabbath, in making his occasional 
exchanges? This, 1 think, brings the question to a point in a lew 
words. If Ican make it appear, that my going, or returning, up- 
on the Sabbath, is a case of real necessity, or charity, then the law, 
according to the construction above specified, permits me to travel, 
and so it does the stranger, or any bedy else. But im every case, 
where I cannot plead necessity, or mercy, the law condemns me; 
and this is a plea, which ministers cannot ordinarily make, when 
they exchange labors. Let us be subject, therefore, not only for 
wrath, but for conscience sake.” 

‘The last thing to be considered is the question of expediency, 
Not that any thing can be eawpedient in this case, which is unlawful. 
But supposing the laws of God and man had left the matter per- 
fectly discretionary, would it be expedient, would it promote the 
interests of morality and religion, for setiled ministers of the Gos- 
pel, to ride from one parish to another, on the Lord’s day? I am 
sure it would not. Almost every thing depends upon their being 
‘ensamples to their flocks.” They, if any body, should «avoid 
even the appearance of evil.” All their steps are narrowly watch- 
ed by the enemies of religion, and it should be their constant aim, 
to walk so circumspectly, as to give «no occasion” te them that 
seek occasion. 

Cluist’s ministers are “as a city set ona hill.” Their example 
has a surprising influence upon those, over whom they are placed 
in the Lord. People, in general, are not accustomed to nice dis- 
tinctions. ‘They never have seen, and it may be presumed never 
will see, why their minister should be permitted to travel ten miles, 
for the sake of making an exchange, when they may not travel 
five, or even one mile, in the prosecution of a journey. They are 
sure, that if itis right for him to consult: his convenience in this 
way, itcannot be wrong for them to consult theirs. Let it be gen- 
erally known, that a minister is inthe habit of riding upon the Sab- 
bath, when he exchanges:—Iet him go into the next town in the 
morning and preach against Sabbath breaking;—Ict him return af- 
ter the public service, and what will be the effect of his sermon? 
What will one and another say, as he passes along?—* Physician, 
heal thyself’? How little is gained in this case, and how much is 
lost! Surely it were better not to exchange at all, or to submit to 
any inconvenience Wich might accrue from leaving home on Sat- 
urday, than to weaken the effect of a single important discourse. 

It has been admitted, that under some peculiar circumstances, 
the requisite travel, in making exchanges, may be performed on 
the Lord’s day: and there may be cases in which it will be difficulé 
to decide, what is duty, But ket mimisters, in all such cases, ask 
wisdomn of God; let them sit down and inquire, what will be most 
pleasing to our Lord and master—what will be most likely to pro- 
mote the interests of his kingdom, and the salvation of souls? Let 
them Jay their hand on their heart and ask themselves, what shalk 
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- we wish we had done, when we come to give up our final account? 


Let them come to a decision in this way, and there can be little 
doubt that the path of duty will be made plain before them. 
Z. X. ¥. 


A NARRATIVE OF THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION, IN THE REFORMED 
DUTCH CHURCH AT POUGHKEEPSIE, UNDER THE PASTURAL CARE 
OF THE REY. CORNELIUS C.CUYLER. PUBLISHED BY ORDER OF 
TILE CLASSIS OF POUGHKEEPSIE. 


No communications, which are usually inserted in religious magazines, are 
more eagerly perused, than accounts of revivals of religion. ‘The follow- 
ing article has appeared in most of the religious magazines in our coun- 
try, and was set apart for insertion toward the close of last year; but ne- 
cessarily deferred tiil the present time, We trust, that those of our sub- 
scribers who have received it in other magazines, will not be reluctant to 
have it presented to the great body of our readers, who have no means of 
seeing it, unless in our pages, | I.p. Pan. 


Extract fromthe Minutes of the Classis of Poughkeepsie, April 18, 1815. 


Resolved, That the Rev. Cornelius C. Cuyler be requested to 
furnish, for publication, a narrative of the revival, which has re- 
cently taken place in the Church and Congregation of Poughkeep- 
sie, and that three hundred copies be printed at the expense of this 
body. 


Reverend Brethren, 

I comMuNICATE with pleasure, according to your request, an 
account of the glorious work which the Lord has wrought in the 
Church and Congregation committed tomy care. It has indeed 
heen a work which has been strongly marked as his own. No one 
clse could have done it, His power and grace are abundantly 
manifest in it, and he shall have the glory of it ascribed to him. In 
making the detail I shall be as precise and particular as circum- 
stances will permit, 

During the year 1813, this Church and Congregation were in a 
cold and distracted state; the hands of our praying people hung 
down, and their hearts were heavy and sad; labor was a burden 
to me, and I had it in serious contemplation to give up my charge, 
and see whethey the Lord had not werk for mein some other part 
of his vineyard, 

The year 1814 opened with a more favorable prospect. The 
word and ordinances of God were beticr attended than usual, and 
we had from time to time some faint hope, some distant expecta- 
tion, that a good work had commenced, One reason of our hope 
was, that our Wednesday evening prayer meeting, (which has 
heen kept up nearly all the time of my ministry) became so crowd- 
ed that we were obliged to remove frum private houses to the 
church. -In the month of April last, another prayer meeting was 
epened in the church on Sabbath evenings, which has uniformly 
been well attended. (It was laid aside of course for the winter sea- 
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son, when I preach in the evening; but has again been resumed.) 
Both these meetings I have uniformly attended, when not absent 
from the place. From this time our praying people were consid- 
erably engaged. They were drawn out to pray specially to the 
Lord for a revival of his work. ‘Through the last summer, fears 
and hopes predominated alternately. 

The last Sabbath in July, and the first and second Sabbaths in 
August I was absent. But the prayer mectings were continued, 
although they were not so well attended as usual; on the evening 
of one of those days, l am informed that those who usually officiat- 
ed in prayer were much depressed and discouraged; so much so, 
as to say to one another, «What will become of us??? One of them 
intimated a hope, that the Lord would speedily visit us with a bles- 
sing. From this time we date the commencement of the revival, 
although there was no public appearance of it till some time in No- 
vember. From this time there was great ardency in prayer, and 
strong desires for a blessing from the Lord. Since November 
there have been prayer meetings every evening in the week, ex- 
cept when there was preaching; I have uniformly attended them, 
and lectured from some passage of Scripture. Except Wednesday 
evenings, they have been held at private houses in different parts 
of the congregation. ‘The private houses have been crowded. At 
church there were generally from one to three hundred present. 
I have no doubt that the Lord has answered prayer in this work. 
He has been earnestly sought by his people, and has evidently 
blessed them. 

Tt has been a peculiarly deep and solemn work. Our meetings 
have generally been, literally houses of mourning. Never, under 
any circumstances, have I seen such deep sorrow and humility. If 
have seen a whole assembly, consisting of at least an hundred, sit- 
ting in tears before the exercises commenced, and during the exer- 
cises, moved to sobbing, so that I have felt afraid to proceed. 
This was equally the case under the promises of the Gospel as un- 
der the terrors of the law. Indeed, mercy and grace appeared to 
have the mosteffect to move: I think that the consideration of God’s 
mercy and goodness to sinners in sparing them, in restraining them, 
in providing such a Savior, in shewing them their need of him, and 
making them willing and desirous of being saved by him, has caus- 
ed more sorrow than all things else. I have seen or heard very 
little of the terrors of the law. heir hearts have been too deeply 
humbled to be greatly terrified. They have generally been very 
soon brought to feel what it is to have «a broken heart, and contrit¢ 
spirit.” They have remarkably humbling views of themselves. I 
consider great humility of soul as distinguishing the work. 

The work has not been confined to any class of moral character. 
[ believe that as moral a man as I have ever known has been a sub- 


ject of its saving influence: and there are certainly some of the vil- 


est of the vile, who have been brought to hate sin, and love and 
practise holiness. There are among the number several of the 
votaries of pleasure, who last year were gay and dissipated; whose 
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hearts vibrated to the notes of the viol, and rejoiced in the follies 
efthe-ball room. Very few of those who have been affected by the 
work have passed the middle age. The work has chiefly been 
among the young, and a considerable part of them have been my 
catechumens. ‘There is among the converts a man of seventy- 
four. He is a Canadian by birth, can neither read nor write, 
speaks the English language very imperfectly, and was educated a 
Roman Catholic. I have seen a child of seven years of age, whe 
has been considerably exercised, and another of nine, who I hope 
has become saviugly acquainted with the Redeemer. Aged sinners 
have been comparatively but little affected. The most of the work 
has been among the middling class im life, but there are instances 
in both extremes. There are in one extreme, ten or twelve poor, 
illiterate Africans, who are rejoicing in the hope of the Gospel. 
Ethiopia is thus stretching out her hands unto God. 

With respect to doctrines, 1 would remark, that the whole truth, 
as it is in Jesus, has been intended to be declared without any ref- 
erence to the consequences which might result from it. The total 
depravity of man; the just judgment of God against him as a fallen 
and rebellious creature; his entire inability to atone for sin, or raise 
himself to the enjoyment of the favor of God: the necessity of a radi- 
cal change by the supernatural operation of the Holy Spirit; God’s 
unspeakable love in the gift of the Savior; the character, natures, 
offices, and work of the blessed Redeemer; God’s unchangeable 
and electing love; his faithfulness in carrying on and completing 
the work which he commences in the heart, fulfilling his own pur- 
poses; the peculiar consolations of the Gospel, and particularly its 
nice and hccurate adaptedness to the several situations in which 
poor sinners find themselves; the experience of God’s children un- 
der various circumstances; the misery and danger which attend a 
continuance in sin; the awful state of the wicked in eternity; and 
the blessedness of the redeemed, are all subjects which have becn 
called up, elucidated, and enforced. The evidences of a gracious 
state, have also frequently been elucidated, and care has been tak- 
en to do away those false impressions which arise from a depend- 
ence upon impulses, frames and feelings. ‘The people have beer 
taught to prove themselves by the law and the iestimony. ‘Whe pe- 
culiar doctrines of grace have generally been well relished, and 
when difficulties have occurred, they have easily been removed by 
ree conversation: I have generally found the converts teachable and 
willing to submit to the decision of the Scriptures. This has been the 
more happy, as attempts have been made to prejudice the minds 
of some, by cavilling against the doctrines of grace as inconsistent 
with moral agency and the use of means, or by misrepresenting 
them as leading to licentiousness. It has been a standing rule with 
us to have no collision with these who differ from us, and to de- 
clare the truth without reference to the sentiments of others. This 
has had a very favorable effect, for, although it has not stopped 
the meuths of gainsayers, it has led serious seekers to think more 
favorably of the doctrines of grave. The doctrines, which I have 
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mentioned, are those which have been embraced by the converts. It 
is dificult to tell what doctrines have been found most comfortable, as 
there has been a considerable variety of exercises of mind. I believe, 
however, that the all-sufticiency of the Savior, the unspeakable love of 
God in the gift of him, and the freeness of the grave of God in the 
salvation of sinners, have had the greatest effect to comfort. But 
as various doctrines have in the first instance been applied to the 
conviction of the sinner, so have different truths at different times 
been blessed to the comfort of the soul. 

Under the first deep impressions, those who have been exercised 
by them have been very earnest and vmportunate in prayer. 'Fhey 
have also been very constant in their attendance upon the means of 
grace, and free in conversing upon the state of their souls. ‘Their 
state of mind has often been indicated by great sadness and depres- 
sion of countenance: some were bowed down and distressed for 
weeks in succession; others were brought to the enjoyment of peace 
and comfort in afew days. I have also remarked ‘that those, 
whose minds have been seriously exercised, were fond of being to- 
gcther. Similarity of situation created fellowship of feeling. I have 
frequently spent from one to two hours in conversation with them 
after meeting, and often had a difficulty in sending them away from 
the place of meeting, I believe I could have kept them together 
all night on some occasions. They have been very earnest in pray- 
er for their pastor, beseeching the Lord to spare and support him, 
and lay liberally to his hands of the words of eternal life. The 
conduct of those who have made a profession, or been brought to 
entertain a hope, has generally been humble and exemplary. I be- 
lieve they are all much engaged in prayer, and seekitig to grow in 
grace and Christian knowledge. In many instances their growth 
is very manifest. The Scriptures are much read, and when inquir- 
ers meet with difficulties they are very ready to ask explanations. 


‘They appear to be sensible that they are, and can be, saved by 


grace alone through faith, and that not of themselves, it is the gift 
of God. ‘The righteousness of Christ is very precious to them. 
There are a number who give hopes of being very useful in the 
church, Three and perhaps four, contemplate the Gospel ministry. 
Two of them have been pursuing classical studies fer some time. 
I have generally great reason to be satisfied with their walk and 
conversation. 

It cannot be that such a work should not have a considerable ef. 
ect on society generally. It very early attracted public attention. 
For more than two months the world stood looking on with silent 
astonishment, and scarcely a word was uttered against it. But 
since that time they have talked very freely. Some have called us 
enthusiastic; others mad. Some have attributed the effect to the 
efforts of the ministers; others call the whole a delusion. 

Of this, however, we are certain; religion generally is more re- 
spected than ever it was; its ordinances are better attended, and 
the morals of society are much improved. We have much less 
profane swearing, tavern-haunting, gambling, druakenness and Sab- 
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bath breaking. Religion has become a subject of general conver- 
sation, and sinners are less bold and open in their w vickedness. So 
much general seriousness has never before been witnessed among 
us; and the circumstance of having so many brought to the know}l- 
edge of the truth in early life, gives a hope that the cause of God 
will long live and flourish here. It will be as salt to preserve the 
mass of the community in time tocome. The cause of God is greatly 
strengthened in this quarter, and many fervent prayers are offered 
up for its prosperity to the ends of the world. 

In January were received forty-four into the communion of the 
Church. During the present month we have received forty-four 
more. Itis hoped that about one hundred and ten have been 
brought to the knowledge of the truth in our céngregation alone, 
and probably nearly as many more in the other congregations in 
this place. A number still appear to be anxiously seeking the 
Lord; and we still hear of new cases of awakening, though not so 
frequently as heretofore. Within a week or two, L think the atten- 
tion has increased. At first it was confined to the village, but has 
since extended to two districts in the country, from one of which 
we have received six members, and the other two. ‘The work is 
the Lord’s, and it is marvellous in our eyes. How long it will 
continue, or what the final result may be, He alone knows. With 
Him I would leave it, and to [lim be all the glory. In the course 
of this revival I have had abundant reason to feel myself a mere 
earthen vessel, which he condescends to use, but which he can 
easily dispense with. 

From this narrative, you will readily perceive, dear brethren, 
that the Lord has visited this place, and especially this congrega- 
tion, with loving kindness and tender mercy. Ife has been to us 
as dew and rain from heaven, watering our parched fields and mak- 
ing them to bring forth abundantly. His dealings with this church 
and people for six years past have been marvellous. ‘Then it con- 
sisted of about forty members, and three hundred and one have 
since been received. into its communion, chiefly from the wide 
world. He has laid us under infinite obligations of love, aud grat- 
itude, and praise. O that his blessing may be upon us in time to 
come, as it has been in days that are past, and even more abun- 
dantly. With him is the residue of the Spirit. O that He may be 
poured out upon you, my beloved brethren, and your people, until 
you shall say, “It is enough, Lord, it is enough.” With ardent 
prayers, that an abundant blessing from God, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, and Jesus Christ, our divine and ever blessed Redeemer, 
through the effectual operation of the Holy Ghost, may rest upon 
you, and your people, and the Israel of God, forever, I subscribe 
inyself, 

‘Your affectionate fellow-laborer and brother in the Gospel, 

CornEtivs C. CuYLer. 
Poughkeepsie, April 24, 1815. 
Vox. XII. 3 
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8 Review of the Rev. Dr. Porter’s Sermon. JAN. 
REVIEWS. 


LXXXI. The magnitude ofa Preachcr’s Work: a Sermon, delivered March 
15, 1815, at the ordination of the Rev. Israel W. Putnam, as Pastor of 
the North Church in Portsmouth. By EBENEZER PorTER, D. D. Bart- 
let Professor of Sacred Rhetoric in the Theological Seminary, Andover. 
Published ut the request of the People. Andover; Flagg & Gould. 1815 
pp. 32. 8vo. 


No human transaction is in our view more solemn, than the or- 
dination of a minister. The guilt and miseries of the fall; the 
wonders of redeeming love, as developed in the advent, sufferings 
and death of Christ; the preciousness of the Gospel; the worth of 
immortal souls; the tremendous responsibility of the sacred office; 
the final meeting of ministers and their people, in the judgment of 
the great day; the joys of heaven, and the hopeless wailings of the 
damned:—these are considerations, which naturally crowd upon 
the serious mind on such an occasion, and excite emotions not to 
be described. Well may the people, who are about to receive an 
‘sascension gift”? from the great Head of the Church, «‘rejoice with 
trembling.”” What if they should be left to «reject the counsel of 
God,” and judging themselves “unworthy of everlasting life,’’ 
should go on in sin, “treasuring up wrath against the day of 
wrath??? What if, through their unbelief, the faithful servant of 
Christ should become «a savor of death unto death” to their souls? 
How melancholy the thought of being thrust down to hell, from the 
high exaltation of Gospel privileges! 

‘Well may the candidate for ordination tremble in view of the 
great work before him. Well may he exclaim in the words of 
Paul, (which were chosen as the text of the sermon before us,) Who 
is sufficient for these things! A text more suited to his design could 
not have been selected by the preacher. It led him to illustrate the 
greatness of a minister’s work, from three sources of argument;— 
the objects of this work, its difficulties and its consequences. The 
objects he contemplates, «as they respect the temporal and eternal 
concerns of men, the interests of the Church, and the glory of God.” 
These objects are briefly, but ably discussed, or rather perhaps we 
should say, powerfully enforced, in a style at once luminous and 
concise, neat and forcible, simple and elegant. We quote one 
short paragraph as a specimen. 


“Every wheel in the vast machinery of Providence, moves with ultimate 
reference to the grand results of the kingdom of grace. Another day will 
reveal how all the bustle and uproar of this world, are to be made instru- 
mental of promoting the interests of the Church. For this, monarchs are el- 
evated or deposed; empires flourish or decline. For this, the seasons per- 
form their circuits, the sea rolls its -waves, and the earth yields its fruit. To 
this, every star that glitters in the firmament, and every leaf that trembles 
in the forest, the sun and the glow-worm, the , Seraph and the reptile, the 
globe and the floating atom, are all subservient.” p. 6. 


‘The difficulties of the preacher’s work arise” says Dr. Porter, 
‘‘from the nature of his office, the characters of his fellow-men, and 


Sac cl 
; kit M g Os a 





Pe Ce ¥ if Bile he we we ee , 
x, ay ail ay nn Pen i y i 5 E a ee 
es. oS ed ee: bat has ¥ 

















































1816. Review of the Rev, Dr. Porter’s Sermon, 19 


the state of his own heart.” Having touched these points with a 
master’s hand, he proceeds to the consequences. These, he earnestly 
calls upon us to contemplate, in the light of the great day, and con- 
cludes the body of his discourse thus; 


“But how dreadful the reckoning of the unfaithful minister. He entered 
upon his sacred work, with the charge of heaven, sounding in his ears; ‘Son 
of man, I have set thee a watchman to the house of Israel. When I say un- 
to the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak, 
to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shail die in his iniquity; 
but—his blood will I require at ¢Ay hand.’ 

“He trifled with this charge. He perverted the truth of God. He cried 
peace, peace, to his impenitent hearers. O unfaithful, crve/ man! See him 
arraigned before the judgment-seat; loaded with the execrations of his abus- 
ed, ruined flock; trembling with the agony of conscious guilt. ‘The sentence 
is pronounced;—‘Bind him, hand and foot, and cast him into outer darkness.’ 
Heaven approves the sentence, while he sinks under a load of accuinulated 
guilt and despair.” p. 10. 


Dr. Porter infers, in the first place, that personal religion is an 
indispensable qualification of a Christian preacher. Secondly, 
that his work demands talents and learning. ‘Thirdly, that it de- 
mands his entire and undivided attention. Fourthly, that he needs 
assistance from heaven; and, fifthly, that the selection of preachers 
is a business of vast responsibility. We quote the third and fifth of 
these inferences entire. 

“3, JT infer again from the magnitude of the preacher’s work, that it de- 
mands his ertire and undivided attention. Ifthe great Paul thought himself 
insufficient for this work, what common man may deem himself more than 
sufficient for it, so as to devote one half his life to other employments. Let 
me not be misunderstood. ‘The minister must have time for rest, for relaxa- 
tion, for domestic and social duties. But he has no time for any thing that is 
not subordinate to his main work: no time for sloth, for frivolous amusement, 
for visits of idle ceremony, or for speculations in secular bargains and busi- 
ness. Wo to his people, if their parsimony or unkindness tempts him to neg- 
lect his official duties, to get bread. Wo to him, if he yields to any such 
temptation. ‘Make full proof of thy ministry,’ said the venerable Paul to 
Timothy. ‘Give thyself cvAo/ly to these things.’”’ p. 14. 


see 


5. I infer that the se/ection of preachers, is a business of vast respon- 
sibility. 

“May I be permitted to urge this branch of the subject, on the attention of 
my Reverend Fathers and Brethren. To guard the door of the ministry, is a 
sacred trust, reposed especially in ministers. Eternity will disclose how mo- 
mentous is thistrust. If the views exhibited in this discourse, are just, no 
man ought to be commissioned as a watchman of souls, who is of doubtful 
character as to piety, soundness of faith, purity of morals, respectability of 
intellects and attainments, suavity of temper, and stability of judgment. We 
who are ministers all acknowledge the importance of prayer, deliberation, 
and caution, in licensing and ordaining preachers. Would God that we all 
felt the importance of this subject, as we ought. But the truth cannot be dis- 
sembled, that almost any young man, however destitute of the requisite quali- 
hcations, that is, short of open immorality, if lic is determined to be a preach- 
er, may find ministers, in some spot or other, of this land, who will lead him 
their official approbation. False delicacy, compassion to the individual, a 
disposition to hope against evidence, that he may do good, work mischief to 
the Church. Well did the Roman Brutus affirm, ‘that man must have a fee- 
‘le spirit or a bad education, who cannot, on proper occasions, say 720,— bold- 
























ly. 


2 Review of Remarks on the Sabéath. JAN. 


> 


Verily ‘the laborers are few.’ But let us pray the Lord of the har- 
vest to send us helpers, who will diminish, and not double the labors of those 
that already bear the heat and burden of the day.” pp. 15, 16. 


The discourse concludes with a very impressive and appropriate 
address, first to the church and congregation, and then to the pas- 
tor elect. 

On the whole, the perusal of this excellent sermon has afforded 
us no ordinary degree of satisfaction. Rarely have we met with 
one of the class, at once so interesting to our feelings, and so grati- 
fying to our taste. Here are no rhetor ical flourishes about the 
charms of virtue, the dignity of human nature, and the duty of un- 
bounded catholicism. Here is no keeping back of truth, in regard 
io the amazing responsibility of the ministerial office. From a 
heart apparently full of his subject, the preacher speaks, as a «dy- 
ing man to dying men.” His introduction is pertinent; his divis- 
ions are clear and natural, and expressed in so {+w words, as to be 
easily remembered. His appeals to the heart and conscience are 
earnest and touching. His style is close, chase, manly and forci- 
ble. Here are no feeble, redundant, or inflated sentences;—no 
abortive attempts at sublimity;—no high sounding epithets, **signi- 
fying nothing.” It is the eloquence of thought that strikes us. It 
is the power of truth, happily conveyed, that engrosses the atten- 
tion and moves the heart. We hope the discourse will be exten- 
sively read, especially by ministers, and those who are looking for- 
ward to the ministry, as the future employment of their lives. It, 
will, we are sure, repay a careful perusal in every case, and may 
contribute, in some good degree, to forma correct taste in those, 
who are preparing for the sacred office. 


LXXXII. Remarks on the existing state of the Laws in Massachusetts 
respecting Violations of the Sabbath. Boston: N. W ullts. 1816. pp. 15. 


Ir would seem superfiuous to prove the sanctity of the Sabbath, or 
the duty of preserving from violation this divine and most benefi- 
cent institution. From the first settlement of this country to the 
present day, it has been considered as a matter beyond all debate, 
not only that individuals are bound to observe the Sabbath, but that 
Christian legislators are also bound to protect it from open viola- 
tien. It has been supposed, and with the best reason, that the leg- 
islator is more effectually protecting individuals in the possession 
of their property, their reputation, and their live es, by interposing 
to preserve the Sabbath from neglect and contempt, than by any 
other exercise of his power whatever. It has been received as an 
undoubted truth, by all men who have just views of human happi- 
ness, that by interposing in favor of the Sabbath, the legislator is 


acting the part of kindness, tenderness, and beneficence; and that the 


taws, Which have usually been made for this purpese, are stamped 


with the character of benevolence, and can by no means be charged 


with unreasonable restraint, vexation, and oppression. In mak - 
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ing such laws, the Christian, who is elevated to public. office, is 
truly the foster-father of every good institution, the promoter of 
public and private virtue, and the enlightened friend of the com- 
munity. 

Though the amazing value of the Sabbath, in relation both to 
the things of this world and those of the world to come, is evident 
and unquestionable; still there has always been, in every Christian 
community, a downward tendency in relation to this subject. Men 
do not naturally love the Sabbath. They would gladly be freed 
from its restraints. They choose to seek their own pleasure 
every day; and no less on one day than on another. In childhood, 
in youthy i in mankind, in old age, the Sabbath is irksome to the 
unsanctified heart. It is to be admitted, however, that in conse- 
quence of a Christian education, and from the manifest temporal 
advantages of the Sabbath, multitudes wish it to be protected by the 
civil arm, who take no delight in its holy observances. ‘There are 
multitudes, also, who take more pleasure i in their worldly pursuits 
on the Sabbath, than in the appropriate duties of the day, but who 
would shrink with horror atthe thought of giving up, in future, all 
the good, which they hope to derive from that sacred institution. 
The truly enlightened and pious have always regarded the Sab- 
bath as vitally important to the community, and as necessar ¥ to the 
preservation of the Christian church. Their exertions for its pro- 
tection have, therefore, been cordial, and persevering. Hence it has 
usually been found no difficult matter to procure the enaction of sal- 
utary laws on the subject; for the genuine zeal of the pious has been 
seconded by the convictions and fears of many, who are far from 
possessing this character. 

The great difficulty has been in executing the laws: but even this 
difficulty has been again and again overcome, in Jarge communi- 
tics, and for a long succession of years. For ne arly a century 
and a half, the Sak bath w as effectually protected from open viola- 

tion by the laws of Massachusetts and C-nnecticut. In Scotland. 
and in some of the reformed countries on the continent of Europe, 
we believe the execution of judicious laws on this subject to have 
been exemplary and effectual... Still the downward tendency, which: 
we have mentioned, has always been observable, and has requir- 
ed perpetual counteraction. 

The history of declension, in relation to this subject, and in our 
own country, would be useful; but we have neither leisure nor 
room to give it. About two years ago, the profanation of the Sab- 
bath by travelling had become so common, that the friends of di- 
vine mstitutions were seriously alarmed. ‘They had already slum- 
bered too long; but they set themselves vigorously thout the work 
of reform; and rejoiced that they had not slumbered till all hope oi 
remedy was lost. Che most encouraging consequences followed these 
exertions; and the religious public were «indulging in congratula- 
tions on the prospect of restoring to the Sabbath its former sanctity ; 
It has recently been discoy ered, however, that the laws of Masse- 
“husetts are radic ally defective, in the point of securing the offend 
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er for trial; and, since this discovery, all the exertions of the 
friends of the Sabbath have been at a stand. 

‘The obvious method to be pursued is, that the Legislature should 
so alter the law, as to remove the existing difficulty. It is the de- 
sign of the pamphlet before us, to awaken the public attention ta 
this momentous subject. The writer commences with the Report 
of a Committee of the Legislature of Massachusetts, accepted in 
both houses, in Jime 1814, and distributed throughout the com- 
monwealth by their order. This excellent Report, which well became 
the assembled legislators of a Christian state, was published in the 
Panoplist for July, 1814, p. 314. Remarks upon it were inserted 
in the number for the following month, p. 354; and to them we re- 
fer the reader for much, that we should otherwi ise be desirous. of 
saying in this place. After quoting the Report, the writer states, 
in a very luminous manner, the difficulties which had impeded the 
execution of the laws for the protection of the Sabbath, and the 
expedient which had been resorted to, as the only method of avoid- 
ing these (difficulties. «The provisions of the statute,” says he, 
‘shave always been viewed as suflicient, in every respect but one 
—the mode of bringing offenders to justice. Difficulties had occurred, 
on this subject, of so serious a magnitude, as seemed to render a 
revision of the laws desirable, if not imdispensable.” p. 7. 'The 
difficulties might be all comprised in this; that, according to the 
common practice, offenders were never detained on the spot and se- 
cured for trial, but prosecutions for Sabbath-breaking were scarcely 
ever commenced till weeks and months had passed, after the offen- 
ces had been committed. In this way, scarcely one offender ina 
thousand had been prosecuted; and, with a very commendable de- 
exree of vigilance in public officers, scarcely one in a hundred 
would be prosecuted hereafter. For, in the first place, a great 
majority of travellers on the Sabbath, in many parts of the com- 
monwealth, are not inhabitants of Massachusetts, and soon pass into 
other states; secondly, an immenscly greater majority are strang- 
ers to the tythingmen and other informing officers, on the roads 
Which they travel, so that they will never be found and indentified; 
and, thirdly, if a traveller is known, and is within the reach of an 
informing officer, there seems little hope of good in commencing’a 
prosecution for Sabbath-breaking against a single offender, who is 
to be indicted and tried three months after the offence was com- 
mitted, while the multitude of transgressors go on, and will go on, 
with perfect impunity. We will now quote a passage from the 
pamphiet. 


‘But, inefficacious as the law was rendered by this mode of enforcing it, an 
expedient had been suggested, which removed many of the difficulties. The 
tythingman, or indeed any private citizen, might enter a a complaint against 
the offender, on the spot; and the warrant of a magistrate, founded on this 
complaint, would detain the offender for trial. ‘Thus by the united exertions 
of the tythingman and the magistrate, the law might be vigorously enforced. 

Sut a doubt arose, whether a magistr ate was authorize d to issue a warrant 
nthe Sabbath. It was evide nt at once, that if there was no such authority, 
iltattempts to enfore the laws would he unavailing. The tythi:.gman left 
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to himself had hitherto done little or nothing. No better success could be ex- 
pected in future. All the endeavors to execute the laws, were suspended, 
therefore, on this single question, can a magistrate issue a warrant to arrest 
offenders on the SaLhath? If not, the statute is merely a dead letter: the work 
of refermation cannot be commenced. 

“Qn this subject, a number of the most distinguished jurists, in different 
parts of the commonwealth were consulted. Their deliberate opinion was, 
in many instances, obtained in writing. ‘They decided, without hesitation, 
that a breach of the Sabbath is clearly a criminal offence, according to the 
statutes, referred to in the Report of the Committee to the honorable Legis- 
lature; against which a warrant may be issued on the Sabbath, no less than 
of other days. Every legal process is either a civil action of one man 
against another, for a violation of frivate rights; or a prosecution in the name 
and on behalf of the state, for crimes which are fudlic injuries. No one 
could imagine a violation of the Sabbath to be an encroachment on frivate 
rights. It isa fudlic jury, a statutable offence. In this case, the law 
makes every meinber of the community a public prosecutcr.”’ pp. 8, 9. 


The expedient here described was adopted, in various parts of 
the commonwealth. The evil was in a great measure checked. On 
several great roads, unlawful travelling on the Sabbath was en- 
tirely prevented. All this was done advisedly, prudently, and le- 
gally, as the prosecutors and magistrates supposed. It was done, 
also, more easily and more effectually, than had been anticipated by 
the most sanguine friends of reformation. 

It has recently been determined, however, by a Justice of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, that a warrant cannot legally be issued 
on the Sabbath, for the arrest and detention of a Sabbath-breaker; 
and the case is now held in suspense for the decision of the whole 
court.* Whether this determination is correct, or incorrect, we 
have no inclination to inquire. ‘The existeuce of such a determin- 
ation, however, is a powerful reason for the immediate interfer- 
ence of the Legislature. At present, all the attempts to preserve 
the Sabbath from violation are suspended: and, if the opinion allu- 
ded to should be confirmed by the whole court, every magistrate, 
who has issued a warrant on the Sabbath for the apprehension of a 
Sabbath-breaker, will be liable in damages, though the offender 
should have been ever so justly convicted and punished. In ret. 
erence to the great duty of making exertions, immediately, for the 
preservation of the Sabbath, we cannot do better than to quote 
nearly ail the closing part of the pamphlet. 


“But the injury to magistrates, in consequence of this decision, is trivial, 
when compared with the flood of evils, which it has brought on the commu 
nity. The barriers, which had protected the Sabbath from invasion, are vir 
tually broken down. ‘lhe sacred institutions of Almighty God are publicly 
trampled upon by the unhallowed feet of men, ‘and none hindereth.”” The 
magistrate, who alone could interfere with effect, has been driven from the 
field with injury and disgrace. The tythingman, who found it difficult to ex 
ecute the laws, even with the prompt and efficient aid of the magistrate, now 
relinquishes the attempt as hopeless, when his only authority is to ask the of 


_*The pamphlet states incorrectly, that there has been a “decision of the Supreme Ju- 
dicial Court,” on the subject. Lt afterward mentions, however, one Judge, as having 
given the opinion; and states, that this is vot an ultimate decision. 
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i | 
| fender’s rame.* Immersed in his own concerns, he cannot, he will not, fol- 
yl low up Prosecutions against offenders, who live at the distance of perhaps 
wit 3) hfty or a hundred miles. Experience, which must decjde in all practical 
concerns, has decided, that travelling on the Sabbath cannot be prevented, 
fy 1 except by arresting the offender in the act of transgression, and holding him 


mi) | to his trial. Accordingly, the efforts of tythingmen are chiefly discontinued 
ae since the decision, and open unblushing profanations of holy time, gain on 
By | the community with a rapid and appalling progress. The tide of evils is ex- 
ft tended far and wide: it advances every hour, and threatens speedily to over- 
‘ spread the whole Commonwealth. Two months have hardly elapsed since 
Ht this late decision of the Supreme Judicial Court, but they have swept away 
| 
} 
t 
| 





the efforts of as many years. On all our large roads, every Sabbath wit- 
nesses numerous and rapidly increasing violations of the laws, with hardly 
an endeavor to repress them. Droves of cattle and loads of produce for 
market, carts and waggongreturning with goods to the country, and pleas- 
| ure carriages, throng the roads. The business of life goes on; no man re- 
7 | eards the Sabbath unless Be chooses; and what will be the end? Where will 
+i a single year leave this COmmonwealth? 
i “It may be said, the decision to which we have referred, is not an ultimate 
| decision. ‘The case in question has gone up to a full court, and will be argu- 
| ed again in September next. 
“But shall the Sabbath be given up to profanation in the whole common- 











| wealth of Massachusetts, tor nine months? Who will dare to abide the conse- 
q quences? Shall we have laws involving the vital interests of the state, our 
religious institutions, and moral habits, which cannot be executed? Can the 
h Christian public consent, that the General Court should mect twice in this 
| interval, and do nothing to establish the dominion of these laws, and redeem 


| the Sabbath from profanation? We trust not. If our sacred institutions are 
worth preserving, something effectual must be done without delay. What 

| ‘hen is our situation, and what are our duties? At this‘moment—we wish the 

} | fact may ring from Berkshire tc Maine—the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
i i setts, is, to all intents and purposes, without a law to prevent travelling on 
Bi the Sabbath. However excellent the provisions of any act may be, if the 
| mode of entorcing obedience becomes at any time imprac “ticable, that act has 
ceased to have the efficacy of a law. Such is the case with our statute re- 
| specting the observance of the Sabbath. If magistrates cannot issue war- 
i) rants to arrest offenders in the act of transgression, the laws cannot be exe- 
uted. On this point the language of experience is decisive. “They were not 
executed until the time that warrants began to issue. Since warrants have 
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} tl been withheld, they have been trampled upon with impunity. We are now 
| 8 therefore in the same situation, as if the Acts against violations of the Sab- 
- | bath had expired by their own limitation, in October last. And the subject is 

Vy 


now presented to the public in precisely this shape; Shall the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts have any laws to defend the sanctity of the Sabbath trom 







‘ violation? 
| “This momentous question comes home to the interests and feelings of ev- 
i ery man in the community. It will probably be brought up at the next 


meeting of the General Court. That honorable body will soon be called upon 
F to decide, whether in this commonwealth, the sacred institutions of God and 
i" our forefathers, shall be given up to wanton profanation. 
“The influence of religious institutions on the prosperity and peace of a 
7 community, is great beyond all calculation. The obligation of an oath, the 
tune of public sentiment, the prevention of crimes, the virtues of social life, 
Mt “the safety of the state, the personal security and happiness of all,” are de- 
m | pendant on these institutions; and these institutions themselves owe all their 
efficacy to the Christian Sabbath. A wise legislator can never doubt for a 
moment, whether the Sabbath should be guarded from violation by the 
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* If the offender refuses to tell his name, he incurs a small penalty should he ever 
be convicted of the offence; but, as the tythingman cannot stop him for a single moment, 
he will soon be out of the reach of tardy justice. Evo, Pan, 
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strongest barriers. We confide implicitly in the wisdom and integrity of the 
General Court. They will not hesitate to erect those barriers against the 
profane and profligate, who now trample, with impunity, on all that is valu- 
able and sacred. 

‘Those illustrious men, to whose wisdom we are indebted for the structure 
of our government and the charter of our privileges; from whose hands we 
have received a rich legacy of habits and institutions, the sources of public 
prosperity and private happiness; laid the foundation of their civil institu- 
tions in the solemn public recognition of the living God. His authority was 
paramount to every other. His laws were made the standard of their own. 
It was not, in their view, a question of mere expediency, whether the Sab- 
bath should be observed. It was a command of God, and for that reason our 
ancestors felt themselves bound effectually to prov ide for the punishment of 
the Sabbath-breaker, How then would cAey feel and act at the present cri- 
sis? Would they not call to mind the tremendous judgments of God on his 
people of old, for their violation of his Sabbaths? Would they dare to deliver 
over this people to similar judgments, which must inevitably follow, as the 
natural consequence of sacred institutions wantonly profaned, and the au- 
thority of God derided? 

“What then is to be done? Experience has proved, that violations of the 
Sabbath cannot be repressed, without authority to apprehend the offender 
on the spot. If then we are not prepared to surrender the blessings of our sa- 
cred institutions, a law must be made, granting this authority to tythingmen, 

co bles, and grand jurors. Magistrates sl:ould be empowered to issue 
warrants, in this, as in other criminal cases. ‘The offender should be tried 
where the offence is committed. If, after these facilities are granted, the 
Sabbath shall continue to be violated, the fault cannot be charged on the pro- 
visions of the laws. 

“Important duties are imposed on the citizens of the Commonwealih at this 
momentous crisis. “There are occasions when the people are called upon to 
speak respectfully and earnestly to their rulers. Such an occasion has now 
arrived. If the people of this state are unwilling to give up the Sabbath to 
profanation, let them speak their feelings to the General Court. -‘o time is 
to be lost. ‘The subject will undoubtedly be brought up at the coming session. 
‘united and vigorous struggle must be made. "It i is the cause of God, and 
demands the strenuous exertion of all good men. Moral societies, county 
conventions, and individuals of every class, should pour in petitions at tli 


commencement of the session. We trust they will not be rejected.” pp. 
11—15. 


We have the satisfaction of informing our readers, that petitions 
are now in circulation, stating the deplorable course of things, in 
relation to this subject, and intreating the immediate attention of 
the legislature to the Sabbath, which is now left, in effect, without 
the protection of law; and which must be protected by the civil 
power, unless our posterity are to lose the condition of Christians 
and freemen. We hope the number of petitions will be multiplied 
till every man, who regards the Sabbath with veneration, has 
an opportunity of laying his earnest request before the assembled 
representatives of the people. 


LXXXIII. Odservations on the firoposition for increasing the means of 
Theological Education at the University in Cambridge. Cambridge: Hil- 
liard & Metcalf. 1816. pp. 22. 


Att, who read the Boston newspapers, are aware that the Cor- 


poration of Harvard College have lately addressed the public og 
Vou, XI. 4 
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the subject, which is described in the title page just quoted; and 
that they have recommended the formation of a society to aid in 
the accomplishment of the desired object. They have done more. 
In the first annunciation of the scheme to the public, they accompa- 


nied it by a long list of committees, comprising many gentlemen of 


great wealth and respectability, whom they had appointed to take 
part in the work of obtaining subscriptions and donations. The 
terms of membership of the proposed society are the same as those 
of the Education Society, which had been previously formed, the 
constitution of which was published in the Panoplist for October 

last, p. 481. Besides the original scheme, the Corporation have 
laid before the public, in the Observations before us, a number of 
reasons, calculated to shew the propricty and necessity of increas- 
ing the means of theological education. ‘These Observations are 
attributed to the Rev. Mr. Channing; but, by whomsoever they 
were written, they are adopted by the Carporation, and published 
by their order. The writer aims to establish these points; viz. 
that we ought to be solicitous for the education of ministers; that 
our present means are not sufficient; that peculiar aids and en- 
couragements are necessary for this profession; that a great *pro- 
portion of the young men, who look forward to the ministry, are 
in indigent circumstances; that many ef our ministers, at the pre- 
sent time, labor under the disadvantages of an imperfect education; 
and that Harvard College does not possess the ability to furnish the 
increasing means of theological education, which the times demand. 
These positions are sufliciently established. ‘The pamphlet pro- 
poses, 2!so, that two professorships should be added to the College, 

for the benefit of theological students; that a separate building 
should be erected for their accommodation; and that a foundation 
should be laid for the support ef indigent students, while preparing 
for the ministry. ‘The observations are pretty well written, as to 
style and manner; and the topics are selected with sufficient judg- 

ment. 

Qn this pamphlet, and the scheme which it recommends, we 
make the following remarks: 

1. It appears to us that the Corporation have acted a proper and 
dignified part, in coming forward unhesitatingly and boldly, and 
compelling the public to take some interest in what is deemed so 
important to the institution, of which they have the care.* The 
Corporation of a College may be supposed, as a general rule, to 


know the wants, the means, and the practicable improvements of 


their seminary, better than any other class of men. They may 
also be supposed to have as disinterested a regard for the prosper- 
ity of their College, and for the welfare of the community, as any 
portion of their fellow citizens. W hy should they not, therefore, 
so far presume uyon the liberality of the public, and of the alumni 
of their College particularly, as to solicit patronage for any good 
object, connected with their institution? Whatever may be our 


* The plan of a new Socicty was approved by the Board of Overseers 
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opinion of the religious instruction, which is now given in Harvard 
College, and which will probably be given for some years to come, 
it will not prevent our approving of a step, Which appears obvious- 
ly proper. ‘Taking it for granted, that the means of theological 
education are necessary, anil tiiat they need to be increased at any 
College, the governors of that College are the most proper persons 
in the world to lay the case betore the public. 

‘I'he Corporations of our Colleges, generally, have been too difli- 
dent and backward, we apprehend, in making their representa- 
tions to the several communities, in which they are placed, and too 
distrustful of the result. We believe, that if they were to state dis- 
tinctly what their severai institutions need;—if they were to make 
the appeal directly to some of their most distinguished sons, and 
to other wealthy individuals;—if they were to set their mark high, 
and persevere in their endeavors, they would be gratified with 
very ample success. If they should not gain all they desired, they 
would prebably gain much. 

As to the object of charity recommended in the pamphlet before 
us, it is sufficient to say, that the education of a learned ministry is 
unquestionably a most worthy object; and that each man, who has 
money to give, will decide for himself, as to the claims and advan- 
tages of Harvard College, compared with the other literary in- 
stitutions of our country. We utterly disapprove of every attempt 
to exalt one scheme of charity, by depressing another; especially 
when this depression is effected by enjust and invidious compari- 
sons. If any right is sacred, it is the right of bestowing property 
for charitable objects, according to the judgment of the donor. 
‘This opinion we have always entertained, and frequently express- 
ed. In conformity to this opinion, it has appeared to us,.that a 
perversion of funds from the purposes to which they were clearly 
devoted, and a_prostitution of them to other and opposite purposes, 
prove a great degree of moral basenes», in all who are guilty of 
such a perversion and prostitution. In reference to the subject of 
exalting one scheme of charity by depressing another, we take the 
liberty to mention one of the most flagrant outrages of this kind, 
which we ever saw. It was an article (written by some member of 
the liberal party unquestionably.) which appeared immediately be- 
fore the organization of the -merican Society for educating Pious 
Fouth for the Gospel Ministry. It was intended to dissuade persons 
from joining that society, by suggesting a suspicion, that the soci- 
ety would not be conducted upon fair principles; although the offi- 
cers, Who have the direction of its concerns, were not then elected, 
and the names of the members could not possibly have been known 
to the writer. But this is by no means the worst feature in the 
article. The body of it was an invidious comparison of Harvard 
College with all the other literary institutions in our country; a 
comparison, the whole force of which consisted in assuming it as a 
fact, that in Harvard College alone are the students permitted to 
think and inquire for themselves. 
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To return from this digression, we would observe, that if Har- 
vard College, the oldest and the wealthiest literary institution in the 
United States, finds it necessary to solicit donations from individu- 
als, in order to accomplish a purpose of great moment, the other 
Colleges may surely feel justified in stating their wants and their 
claims, without hazarding the charge of being importunate and 
obtrusive. It is probable, that the productive property of Harvard 
College exceeds that, which is possessed by the seven other col- 
leges in New England. We say this, merely to awaken the friends 
of these colleges to exertion, and by no means to invalidate any state- 
ments contained in the pamphlet before us. ‘There ought, in our opin- 
ion, to be a vigorous, active, and generous society, formed in the 
community which surrounds each of these colleges, for the purpose 
of furnishing the means of educating pious young men for the 
Gospel ministry. ‘These means are needed to support many such 
young men while at college, and afterwards while they are residing 
at some theological institution. Several such societies exist al- 
ready; but their means are not at all proportionate to the demand 
for assistance. 

2. It appears quite singular, that the arguments contained in this 
pamphlet should be introduced as they are, without the slightest 
intimation, that the necessity of extraordinary exertions to raise 
up a numerous and learned ministry had been seen, acknowledged, 
enforced, and acted upon with energy, for several years, in differ- 
ent parts of the United States. From reading the ‘Observations,’ 
one would suppose, that the writer had just made the discovery, 
that we must have a learned ministry, and that extraordinary 
means must be used, according to the exigencies of the case; 
whereas every considerable argument, which he has used, has been 
repeated a hundred times, and often with vastly greater force and 
effect. Nor has the matter rested upon argument alone. Already 
there are five theological seminaries in existence, and others are 
contemplated. From all these five, we believe, well educated min- 
isters have gone forth, and begun to preach the Gospel. The the- 
ological institution at Andover has been in successful operation for 
more than seven years. It now contains sixty students, and pos- 
sesses great advantages for the study of theology. ‘That we may 
not be thought hypercritical in these remarks, let the reader con- 
sider how odd it would appear, at this late day, for a man to come 
forward and argue in favor of Bible and Missionary Societies. 
precisely as though such institutions had never been heard of by 
the world. Yet, we are bold to say, that the necessity of theologi- 
cal seminaries is as fully established, and as widely acknowledged 
by the Christian public, as that of any other charitable object 
whatever. 

At the close of his observations, the writer admits, indeed, that 
the «object now recommended is not of recent suggestion.’ In 
proof of this he asserts, that «the late Chief Justice Parsons com- 
municated to a friend an address to the public on this very sub- 
ject, prepared by the late Rev. Mr. Buckminster.” So it appears, 
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that at least three persons had thought, or heard of this object, be- 

fore the present day! Perhaps it will be said, that the writer had 
in his mind the particular object of building up a theological sem- 
inary at Harvard College. Undoubtedly: but he had in his mind, 

also, the general object of increasing the means of theological edu- 
cation; and there is no intimation, that any person, befure Decem- 
ber 1815, had ever thought of this object, or of the particular one, 

except Judge Parsons, Mr. Buckminster, and the friend to whom 
Judge Parsons communicated the subject. Whence this appearance 
of novelty? Was it because the orthodox, who are so olten stigma- 
tized as ignorant bigots, had not only asserted the necessity of in- 
creased means of theological education; but had actually establish- 
ed and endowed several theological seminaries, and had proved by 
successful experiment the great utility of these institutions? Was 
it because the liberal party, though perpetually boasting of their 
liberality, and though possessing a vast proportion of the wealth 
of the community, had hitherto neglected this subject? How long 
the liberal party would have continued chargeable with this neg- 
lect, if they had not been stimulated by the exertions of the ortho- 
dox, can never be known. Let them not hesitate to acknowledge, 
however, that the orthodox have always been the friends of a learn- 
ed ministry, and of free inquiry; and that they made the first ef- 
forts, in this country, to increase the means of education for the 
‘ministry, both by providing learned and able teachers, and by de- 

fraying the expenses of indigent students while preparing for the 
ministry. 

After the boastful accounts, wlich appeared in the General Re- 
pository, respecting the great advantages of Harvard College, as 
a school of theology, we did not ¢ xpect to see it stated by the Cer- 
poration, that the assistance afforded to siudents in theology is 
very limited, and not ove professorship has as yet been established 
expressly for aiding their preparation for the ministry.”  p. 18, 
The true state of the case seems to be, then. that while the ortho- 
dox have established several flourishing theological seminaries, 
the liberal party are just beginning to tcel the necessity of exertion. 
The words marked in Italics above, are thus marked in the pam- 
phlet. 

S. The following paragraph is a curious one indeed. 


“It ought to be partic ularly observed, that the consequence of enlarging 
the theologica il funds of the Univer ity will not be the commanication of a sec- 
tarian character to that institution. “Lhe design is 7 o¢ to inculcate the pecu- 
liarities of any sect, burt to place students o¢ divinity under the most favorable 
circumstances for inquiring for themselves into the doctrines of revelation.” 
pp. 20, 21. 


We suspect this is the first time, that the proposal for the educa 
tion of young men for the Gospel ministry, was accompanied with 
an assurance that sihe design was not to inculcate the peculiarities 
of any sect... Who ever supposed thiat such was the design of men 
sedulously engaged in building up the church of their Lord Jesus 
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Christ? Who ever supposed, especially, that men thus engaged 
were conscious of such a design, or even thought it necessary to 
disclaim such a consciousness? ¢*The peculiarities of any sect’’ are 
words of very extensive latitude. They may mean, that is, they 
are actually made to mean, almost any thing; and are, therefore, 
very convenient watchwords for a party, It is obvious, however, 
that in this counexion, they are intended to insinuate, that the pro- 
posed theological institution is to differ from the other theological 
seminaries in our country, in as much as it is to possess no “secta- 
rian character.” ‘This difference cannot be proved, unless it can 
be shown, that these institutions have a truly sectarian character; 
that is, unless they are busied principally about modes and forms 
and unimportant articles, while they neglect the great doctrines 
and duties of the Gospel; and that the proposed institution is to 
possess a more enlarged and comprehensive view of things, and to 
be employed in more noble pursuits; or, secondly, unless the pro- 
posed institution shall utterly abstain from teaching any doctrines 
or duties whatever. In this latter way, only, can ‘the peculiari- 

ties of sect’ be avoided, according to the meaning which the liberal 
party very often aflix to that sort of phraseology. ‘The insinuation, 
that the theological seminaries alreatiy existing are really sectarian 
in their character, has nothing to justify it. We do not believe, 
that more freedom of inquiry exists in any place upon the globe, 
than inthe seminary at Andover. We mention this seminary, be- 
cause we are more acquainted with it, than with any other. But 
is it a fact, that the proposed institution is not designed to propa- 
gate any peculiar views of Christianity’ The very question will 
excite a smile in any one, who knows the character and projects of 
the liberal party. With all their antipathy to creeds, the members 
of that party are not indifferent in respect to the doctrines, which 
their ministers and professors believe, and are expected to teach; 
and we speak not only our honest opinion, but an opinion which 
we think the Scriptures fully authorize us to form, when we say, 
that if there ever was a party of men; whom it was proper to dis- 
tinguish by the word sect, the liberal party in Massachusetts niay 
he properly thus distinguished. 

. The manner in which the writer speaks of the ministry, of 
ia itself, and of a preparation for the ministry, is a remarka- 
ble proof of the chilling tendency of latitudinarianism. ‘Take the 
following passages as a specimen. 


“The ministry, on the other hand, demands not merely unexceptionable 
morals, but a sobriety and seriousness of mind, and a propensity to contem- 
plative and devout habits, which are not the ordinary characteristics of that 
age, when a choice must be made of the business of life. On this account the 
number of the young, who are inclined by their own feelings and adv ised by 
others to enter the ministry, is comparatively small.” p. 13. 


“Even young men of pure morals and of devotional susceptibility shrink 
rrom an employment, which they think will separate them from the world, 
and impose a rigorous discipline and painful circumspection.”  p. 14. 
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“The children of the rich, born to prospects of ease, and formed to gaiety 
if not licentiousness by indulgence, have little relish for the ministry. On the 
contrary, the sons of poorer families, whose circumstances impose great self 
restraint, whose collegiate ecucation is their whole portion, and often demands 
their own, as well as their parents’ exertions, are naturally formed to great- 
er seriousyess and consideration, and to a willingness to meet the toils and 
uncertainties of the ministry.” pp. 14, 15. 


There is no intimation, that divine aid is necessary to fit a per- 
son for the ministry, or to fit men for heaven. The liberal party 
may dream what they please about the success of their schemes; 
but it is as incredible that their religion should ever become the 
permanent religion of any large community, as that there should 
arise a vigorous and healthy vegetation amidst the snows of 
Greenland. 

To conclude: Harvard College is a noble institution. It was 
founded for the most beneficent purposes. It has been a great 
blessing to this country. ‘Though we certainly consider it as suf- 
fering a lamentable eclipse, yet we have no doubt it will hereafter 
bring all its Increased means to the service of Christ and the 
Church; and that it will remain a monument of piety and benevo- 
Jence through succeeding ages. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


MISSION AT BOMBAY. 


Tue following communications have lately been received from Messrs. Newell, Nott, 
and Hall, missionaries at Bombay. We congratulate the ‘ hristian public on the es- 
tablishment of a mission, in one of the most populous and destitute places of the heath- 
en world, ‘The missionaries, as it appears, have actually commenced their labors of 
love, and begun to preach Christ in the language of the natives. The probability is 
very great, that this mission may be honorey as the instrument of making a good trans- 
lation of the Scriptures into the Mahratta tongue. No translation into this tongue has 
hitherto been made, by persons resident among the Mahi attas, and familiarly acquaint. 
ed with their language; of course, no complete translation can have been made. 

On receiving these communications, the Prudential Committee immediately sent one 
thousand dollars to be expended by the missionaries in preparing and distributing por- 
tions of the Scriptures in the Mahratta language. The Committee expect to send a 
printing press before long, and to prepare the way for the acquisition of a complete 
printing establishment at Bombay. Eor this purpose, and for the support of schools 
under the superintendence of our missionaries, the liberality of the Christian public will 
be needed. On the subject of educating heathen children and youths, the Committee are 
preparing an address, which will be presented tothe public in their next Quarterly Cir- 
cular. In the mean time, the Committee have authorized the Treasurer of the Amer 
ican Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions to announce, that a fund is now oper 
for the reception of donations, specifically appropriated to the education qf heather 
children and youths under the direction of that Bourd. 


Joint Letter of the Missionaries to the Rev. Dr. Worcester, Clerk of th: 
Prudential Committee. 


Bombay, May 24, 1815. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 
WE have great reason to be thankful for that inestimable blessing, whic!) 
God has lately bestowed on us and you. The news of the peace being con 
cluded at Ghent came to us very unexpectedly, and disappointed us at the 
moment when we had the most reason to fear the continuance of the war 
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It is easier to be glad, than to be grateful; and we sincerely hope that neither 
we, nor our countrymen, shall think it enough simply to be glad; but that 
they will unite in praising Him, to whem they looked in the hour of adversity, 
for his goodness,—for his wonderful works to the children of men. Oh for 
hearts to make this our employment, in the hour of mercy. 

We have lately had the happiness of receiving three letters from America, 
by the way of London, dated in July 1814. These were from brethren Rice, 
Richards and Warren. ‘These, with the exception of one from Mr. Evarts 
of March 1814, are the only letters we have received from America, since 
those sent by the Alligator in 1812. We cannot account for receiving nothing 
for so long a space of time. 

Of course, we have received no communication from yourself since that 
dated Nov. 1812; at which we are surprised and distressed; though con- 
vinced it can be from no want of affection or concern on your part. But we 
certainly desire that you will hereafter write, whether you expect that we 
shall receive your communications or not. Should we “receive only one in 
ten, that tenth would be more pleasant and advantageous to us, on account 
of our not having received the rest. Indeed, we think that communications 
from the Board, and our Christian fr iends at home, are to us among the 
greatest means of grace; in consequence of their renewing before our minds 
that living testimony to the excellence and reality of religion, of which we 
see so little here; and of their promoting that fellowship with you, which we 
trust we unitedly enjoy with the Father and with the Son. 

The intelligence contained in the late letters has given us great comfort 
and encouragement. We are exceedingly happy to see that these brethren 
have persevered in their intentions, and that, in anew and unexpected man- 
ner, God has been enlarging in America the means of spreading the Gospel. 

As great exertions < appear to have been made, and so effectually made, to com- 

bine the efforts of the Baptist churches; so we hope, that on their part much 
will be done, in a work which requires the united and utmost efforts of all. 

We rejoice, that a definite determination has been made of sending out 
four bre thren to this country, as soon as possible. It it now our hope that 
the first arrivals from America, after the settlement of peace, will bring them 
to the country, and perhaps to us. We have fears that they may not have 
obtained the permission of the Hon. Company, which they expresse d their in- 
tention toseek. But still we hope, that God, who, as the kingdom of his Son 
advances, Will no doubt afford unexpected aids of his Providence; nay, who 
has already done so in our own case; will give them a privilege, which, in 
proportion to our fears that it will be denied, we should think the more en- 
couraging token for good. If this privilege should be granted them, their 
way will be clear; and we shall probably, long before this reaches you, see 
them. But should it not be granted, our opinions and desires remain the 
same as we have formerly expressed, concerning their coming to this country. 
We fully believe, that there is little or no doubt, that they will be able to set- 
tle either here, or in some other important situation. We think the probable 
difficulties and hazards will be much less in their case, than were to be ex- 
pected when we left America; and we think that, in addition to many encour- 
aging circumstances, we may be rationally encouraged from the idea, that 
the genet ral course of Providence seems favorable to the missionary Cause. 

Any observations which we may now make, will probably arrive too late 
to have any effect upon the destination of the four brethren who were men- 
tioned in the letters lately received. But our wishes are the same respecting 
their successors as themselves. We consider the missionaries already sent 
to the eastern world from Europe and America, as not worthy, in the least 

degree, to be considered as a supply. Is Bengal supplied by a dozen mis- 
sionaries? _Is the whole remainder of India supplied by twenty more? Are 
five or six enough for Java, and two or three for Burmah? ‘The call for mis- 
sionaries in this country, it seems to us, will continue for a long time to be as 
rreat as it has ever been; nor is this alarming, if it be “more blessed to give 
than to receive.” If we have benevolent and Christian feelings at all, and 
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ray for our kindred and countrymen at home, to the peop le here; the claims 
of India will appear inconceivably great. If the United States demand mul- 
titudes of ministers, and millions of money, for the service of Christianity, 
India beyond all dowdt is not yet supplied. We do think, that this part of 
the world is the great missionary field; and that its openings ought to be 
most eagerly enibraced. We earnestly hope, that the missionary zeal will 
be abundantly fanned and fed, and that it may continue to be directed to this 
quarter of the world. For our own part, we see no prospect, that so great 
a number of missionaries will be sent from Earope and America, as may 
reasonably expect an easy settlement in some very important situation on 
this side the Cape of Good Hope; and we believe, that none, who think of 
devoting either their persons or property to the work, need withhold or de- 
lay the gift, because Providence has not afforded stifficient encouragement, 

As to Burmah, it furnishes we should think, brighter prospects for missions 
than it ever has; as good perhaps as so barbarous a nationcan. ‘The doubt, 
we believe, has never been settled, whether a religious teacher, openly in- 
structing the Burmans, would be tolerated or not. Felix Carey is now con- 
nected with the Burman court, and has very lately arrived at Calcutta, in 
the character of Ambassador from the Emperor to the Supreme Govern- 
ment at Bengal. ‘This we think must be a favorable indication concerning 
the residence of missionaries there. 

Should Providence have favored the application of our brethren to the 
Court of Directors; and should you find it practicable to send missionaries 
to Bombay, we are certainly desirous to see this particular spot more fully 
provided for. Bombay furnisnes two objects worthy of employi ing many 
agents. The Mahratta language is spoken by the pr incipal part of the peo- 
ple; the Guzerattee by about fifty thousand. ‘The former is the language of 
the Mahratta nation, the opposite interior; the latter of Guzerat, only a de- 
gree or two to the northward. In the Mahratta we are engaged; and we 
should be exceedingly glad, if we could expect, besides helpers in that, a 
nuinber to take up the Guzerattee. For though we have understood, that 
the London Society still contemplate sending a missionary or two to Surat, 
vet we have not learnt that there is reason to expect an adequate supply. 
But should it seein to you, that there are insuperable obstacles to our breth- 
ren’s settling in the d: ominions of the Company, there are now very impor- 
tant places under other E suropean powers, W hich are connected by the im- 
portant tie of language with the dominions of the Company. Concerning the 
French settlements of Pondicherry, on the Coromandel coast, where the 
Tamul language is spoken, anc Mahe, on the Malabar coast, where the 
Maliyalim and Canarese bot! are e spoken, and which is near to the Syrian 
Christians, we are unable to furnish you with any means of judging, whether 
any difficulties would be experienced from their being under a Catholic gov- 
ernment.* Wehave great hope, that missionaries might settle in them 
without difficulty. But the Danish settlement of Tranquebar, as well as 
Jaffna on the island of Ceylon, (concerning which island we retain the same 
Views in general as were expressed in our letter of Oct. 1813,) furnish un- 
objectionable openings to the Tamul language;—the language of a great, and 
though the theatre of the successful Danish mission, 4n unconverted people. 
Jaffua and T ranquebar are, we think, places open to missionaries, where 
they may come and learn an important language, and even labor for a multi- 
tude of souls, well worthy to be mentioned as abundant encouragements to 
those, who desire an entrance among the heathen; and to all who desire that 
tle heathen should be speedily converted. We may say the same of Java, 
now restored to the Dutch, where, besides the aboriginal and Malay inhabi- 
tants, there are, if we mistake not, one hundréd thousand Chinese. Goa, on 
this coast, is a place to which missionaries, we think, may safely come, and 
correspond with us, from whence they might join us, if that should be thought 
advisable, or go to any other place of their choice. We are not able to say, 


** There are one or two other French settlements on the Coromandel coast, probably 
equally favorable. 
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whether they could reside at Goa ornot; or at Daman, a Mahratta place, a 
little to the north of this, connected with the Portuguese government of Goa. 

Thus, we believe, Providence has already prepared the way in some direc- 
tions. If, encouraged by what God has done, missionaries should come forth, 
he may favor them even more by preparing the way more extensively still. 
We believe there can scarcely be a doubt, that missionaries would find abun- 
dant employment among the millions of the eastern world, though they 
should “fly as a cloud.” 

We have seen some conjectures concerning the terms of the treaty at 
Ghent, which intimate that the Americans are to have no trade with the In- 
dian possessions of Great Britain. Should it be so, we presume that the 
Americans will trade with the possessions of the other European powers. In 
that case, we suppose missionaries might safely come to any place to which 
our ships should come to trade. Besides, there is every year more or less 
trade between Rio Janeiro and Goa; sothat missionaries may come by the 
way of Rio Janeiro to Goa, and probably likewise from Denmark and France 
to the possessions of those countries. 

For ourselves, though acting with deficient zeal, we hope we have not for- 
got our errand. We are now enabled in some degree to endeavor to instruct 
the natives in the knowledge of Christ, and hope, by the blessing of God, to 
be progressively able to do more. It would give ussincere joy to be able to 
communicate a single evidence, that we have not labored invam. ‘Till then, 
may we have zeal to labor, and patience to wait. It is ‘our desire, that some 
provision should be made, as soon as possible, for defraying the expense of 
printing any small portions of Scripture, or tracts, which it may before a 

at while longer seem desirable to print. Certainly, we should think, be- 
tore we can hear from you in answer to this letter; and we shall feel a con- 
fidence, that you will readily defray any expense, which we shall with due. 
consideration incur, on that account. 

Hitherto we have received only one remittance, which we have acknowl- 
edged before. 

We remain as ever, with sincere respect and affection, 

Your servants in the Gospel, 
Gorpon HALL, 
SAMUEL NEWELL, 
SAMUEL Nott. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Gordon Hall to the Treasurer of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, dated Bombay, 
May 25, 1815. 


“I CAN only add, that we are wondering that we have received no more 
letters from America;—rejoicing at the news of peace;—trying to preach 
Christ to the heathens; hoping soon to hear that our four brethren, whom 
the Board determined to send out by the first opportunity, have arrived in 
India, andthat a host are likely soon to follow them. How many fields 
Providence has now opened. hat a multitude of missionaries are needed. 
How abundant the number of young men, if they were only willing to 
come. How able the churches to send them, without a moment’s delay, if 
they could but consent to imitate Him, who, ‘though he was rich yet became 
poor, that we,’ miserable sinners, ‘through his poverty might become rich.’” 


The following very able and judicious paper was drawn up b the missionaries at Bombay, 
and forwarded to the Prudential Commitee with the preceding letters. 


THOUGHTS ON VARIOUS METHODS OF ADVANCING THE CAUSE OF 
CHRIST BY MISSIONARIES AT BOMBAY. 


1. Missionary labors in the English Language. 
Here we include, as the objects of benevolent exertions, persons of various 
descriptions; viz. superannuated aud disabled European soldiers and sailors, 
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ignorant in the extreme, without the means of grace, or any one tc care for 
their souls; a few Europeans of a better sort;—half casts, and also some 
Portuguese and natives who understand the English language. All these 
sorts of people taken together, form a p«pulation considerably numerous. 
To collect as many of them into a Cliristian community, as possible, must be 
an object of great importance. They are to be viewed as entirely without 
the means otf grace, so that this object has, upon the very face of it, all the 
importance which the salvation of so many souls can give it, But what 
stamps peculiar importance upon the object, is the fact, that most of these 
persons understand more or less of the native languages, and of many of 
them these languages are their mother tongues. Hence, should any of them 
be converted, they might be made valuable instruments in promoting the 
gause of religion in varions ways. Could such a little society be collected, 
it would be a kind of rallying point, a little community, by which converts 
from among Catholics, Mahomedans, Pagans, &c. might be so received, as 
greatly to diminish the terror of becoming outcasts from their own religious 
communities. Besides, it would have a very happy influence on the minds 
of the natives, to see the missionary equally zealous in preaching the same 
salvation to Christians as tothemselves. Hence, no pains or expense should 
be spared, in doing every thing that can be done, to build up such a commu- 
nity. The success of this object depends, under God, first, upon the provid- 
ing of a suitable place for public worship; and secondly, upon the zeal, activ- 
ity, and perseverance, with which the missionary goes into the hedges and 
highways, searches out these persons, and persuades them to the place of 
worship to hear his faithful preaching. : 
2. Leaching Christianity to the Natives. 
The direct methods of domg this are three; viz. Preaching, the reading 
of the Scriptures, and the distribution of the Bible, Tracts, &c. 
Notwithstanding the all-sufficiency, which too many seem almost ready 
to ascribe to the distribution of the Scriptures among the heathen, jireaching, 
laborious, persevering freaching of the Gospel, must be considered as the 
reat mean ordained by God for the conversion of the world. But how dif- 
ferent a thing is preaching here from what it is ina Christian land. ‘i here 
congregations are collected, organized, and waiting to hear the word of lite. 
But here the eye beholds one vast multitude of immortal beings groping im 
heathen darkness, madly devoted to their idols, borne about by all the cer- 
cupt passions which human depravity can inflame, and busied in every thing, 
which is hostile to the purity of the Gospel. This dismal, this deplorable 
multitude the missionary must enter. Among these miserable objects he 
goes forth to gather a people for the Lord. How can he do it? Where—to 
whom shall he preach? Who will hear him? This he does not know.—He 
must make the experiment. Ile must go out into the highways and hedges. 
He must wander among the huts;—enter the market places;—mingle with 
the multitude;—visit the consecrated places of the heathen;—sit down amidst 
their priests, devotees, and pilgrims;—travel from street to street;—from 
village to village;—from city tocity; and,while he is doing this, he must preach 
to one, fifty or five hundred, as he may have opportunity. As a general 
thing, he must expect to sit down, and address from five to twenty persons; 
and to repeat this very often in the same place, with the animating hope, 
that, by giying line upon line, and precept upon precept, the word will not 
he left altogether to perish, like the seed that falls by the way side. Such a 
course of laborious preaching is, we think, the great instrument, which is 
cbviously fit, and which God will employ as the mean of enlightening the pa- 
gan world. If this be the great method, on which we must ch'efly rely for 
the spread of the Gospel, it shows us what 2 host of laborers are »..wampned to 
the field; for in such a dismal wilderness how small the spot, which one la 
borer can clear and cultivate! It isa course, too, which admonishes the la- 
berer to go forth willing to forego the charms of notoriety and fame;—willing 
to consume his strength, to spend his days, and die in obscurity among the 
miserable huts of the heathen, nefther expecting nor desiring apy other re~ 
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ward, than “Well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.” 

While we so fully believe, that this kind of preaching should be the main 
business of the missionary every <iay of his life, it is by no means meant, that 
he is not to pursue a regular course of study for his improvement in the 
Knowledge of the language and manners of the heathen, and for his improve- 
ment in biblical knowledge also, that he may be able to execute translations 
of the Scriptures and other religious books. Nor would we intimate, that at- 
tempts should not be very soon made to provide places, where the heathen 
might be publicly and statedly instructed. It seems that at least one place 
of this kind ought to be opened here without delay, though great patience 
would be requisite, in gathering a little flock to hear us preach. 

Zhe reading of the Scripture. 8. 

After selecting and arranging the most suitable parts of the Scriptures, 
the missionary himself, as he shall have leisure, may read them sometimes in 
private houses, where half a dozen families may be ‘collected, and sometimes 
ina more public manner. But, in general, native readers should be employ- 
ed, and the missionary attend as constantly as possible, that he may make 
such accompanying explanations and remarks, as would elucidate and en- 
force what was read. There are strong arguments in favor of such a plan. 

A very great proportion of the natives cannot read themselves, but are 
much in the habit of meeting in small assemblies, and spending their eve- 
nings in listening to their own foolish shasters, which are read to them either — 
by a Brahmin, whom they employ fora small compensation; or by one of their 
own cast, who may be able to read. O how interesting to see the word of 
God substituted in the place of these heathen tales! What is there to prevent this 
from being done to a great extent? And since the great mass of the heathen 
population cannot read themselves, of what usecan the Scriptures be to them, 
unless some such method of reading be adopted? Readers might be employ- 
ed to so great an extent, and at such a trifling expense, that, so far as can 
be judged independently of the experiment, this may be made one of the 
most important means of widely diffusing the knowledge of Christianity 
among the heathen. We should not have remained so long without making 
the experiment, had we possessed the Scriptures in such a form, as to war- 
rant tne attempt. We hope to delay but a little longer. 

Lhe distribution of the Scriptures, &c. 

The Christian public seem quite ready enough to anticipate good from 
this source. Jt would be a sad mistake to suppose, that Bibles may be sub- 
stituted for preachers. Sent with the preacher they are an invaluable help. 
Without him they may do some good, and in regions which missionaries 
cannot possibly penetrate, if there be such, it may be expedient thus to dis- 
tribute them. But wherever the Scriptures are to be distributed, the man- 
ner of doing it deserves very mature consideration. ‘Fhe common method 
has been, in the outset to put either the whole Bible or the New Testament 
into the hands of the heathen at once. "The fact is, that not one heathen in 
a hundred in the course of his whole life reads so much, even in his own 
books, as is contained in the Bible; and probably not so much as is contained 
in the New ‘lestament; and the heathen, who possesses bocks equal in bulk 
to one tenth part of the Bible, is considered as uncommonly well furnished. 
Were the whole Bible put into the hands of such a man, he would never ex- 
pect to read all cf it; nor would he be likely to think, that it was given to 
him for such a purpose. Indeed, it may well be doubted, whether the Bible 
does not contain as much as a common Brahmin reads in the course of his 
life. Still every one would gladly receive a Bible. And why? that he may 
lay it up as a curiosity; sell it for a few pice;* or use it for waste paper. 
Such, itis well known, has been the common fate of those copies of the Bible, 
that have been distributed in this place. Some are seen laid up as curiosi- 
ties; by those who cannot read them; some have been bartered in the mar- 
kets, and others have been thrown into the snuff shops, and used as wrap- 
ping paper. If these remarks are at all’ warranted, then an indiscriminate 


* A pice is acoin about the valueofacent. Ep. 
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distribution of the Scriptures to every cne, who may say he wants a Bible, can 
be little less than a waste of time, a waste of money, and a waste of expec- 
tation; for while the Christian public are hearing of so many bibles distribu- 
ted, they expect to hear soon of a correspondent number of Conversions. 

It is true, that such of the natives ascan read, have leisure enough to read 
the whole Bible; but they are so indolent, so fond of eating and sleeping, or 
so lost in their vicious pursuits, that unless something at o1ce éricf, simpile, 
and powerful be presented, it will not be likely to be read by them, and, if 
read, it will not be likely to arrest their torpid and sensual minds, 

Asa general thing, therefore, it seems to us more judicicus, te begin by 
giving them brief selections of the most simple and instructive parts cf the 
Scriptures, and also small tracts, written in view cf their notions and cir- 
cumstances, and from this to advance further and further, until their feeble 
stomachs become so strengthened, as not to be surcharged by giving them 
the whole Bible. Besidesithis method involves far less expense, and may 
be entered upon at a much earlier peried in a mission, than that of giving the 
whole. Bible oreven the New Testament. Were we now entrusted with the 
means of printing such little things, we should nct hesitate to make the 
beginning very soon, ard we should do it with an animating confidence, that 
it would aid us most materially in propagating the Gospel in this placc. 

The indirect methods of disseminating Christian knowledge here, are prin- 
cipally schools and the taking of children to be brought up asa Christian 
family. 

As to the first, it seems, and most justly too, to be considered as a matter 
of course, that a school should be attached toevery mission, and that special 
pains should be taken early to impress the minds of children with the pure 
sentiments of Christianity. In this place, the different sort. of children to 
be benefited by a school, are those who are entirely of European extraction; 
children of native mothers by European fathers; Portuguese, Hindoos, 
Parsees, and Mussulmen. These all want English instruction, and many of 
them are anxicus to obtain it. How many of the two first sorts might be ob- 
tained, could be known only from experiment. The pubiic here have, for 
some months past, been trying to set on foot a charity schcol of considerable 
extent; which, however, if not entirely restricted to Protestant chiidren, is 
likely to be so exclusive in its operation, as to leave the greater number ct 
children unprovided for; nor does it seem likely at preseut to be carriec on 
with much efficiency.—As to the other sorts of children, a great number might 
in all probability he collected. While receiving the rudiments of an Enginsh 
education, they would be continually in the way of receiving religicus in- 
struction, The principal method of teaching them the English language 
would be, by giving English phrases and sentences, with a translation, for 
them to commit tomemory. These sentences might be so arranged, as to 
teach them whatever sentiments the instructor shouid choose. ‘They would 
become in a sort attached to the mission; and though first put into the school 
trom worldly motives alcne, should any of them be converted, accustcmed 
as they are to the language, manners and climate of the country, they might 
soon be prepared for great usefulness in the cause of religion. 

The circr:mstanccs of this place scem to call for an extensive plan of 
schooling. It would be expedient that the schcol ccnsist of two branches, ene 
for males and the other for females; the whole to be superinteuded by a miis- 
sionary who, it might be heped, would, in a short time, be in a gicat neeasure 
relieved from the burthen of teaching, by the monitors and assistants who 
might be brought forward in the different departments of the schocis. 

But such a schoo] must be begun in the spirit of patience, and perseverance, 
and without much expectation of speedy emolument. in the rst instance, 
it could net be expected, that it would more than maintain it: clf, independenes 
of the expense of the original establishment. Many of the children are cou- 
plete objects of charity, and in a situation to be inconceivably benei.ted by 
such charity. The natives have many cf them moncy enough, but they love 
it too well to part with much of it, for the sake of mental imprevement. In- 
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ee, for the sake of English learning, did he not think that it would enable 
1im to manage his business with more advantage to himself. 

Another mode of schooling, is that of native free schools, in which native 
instructors are employed to teach the children to read and write their own 
language. ‘The advantages of this p!an,in relation to Christian knowledge, 
are principally the two following. First, it would prepare the children, who 
otherwise would in general be unprepared, ta read the Scriptures, when giv- 
ento them in their own language, Secondly’; ; as they would have no objec- 
tion to the Scriptures, or religious tracts, as school books, by an early and 
familiar use of such books, their dark minds would be insensibly enlight- 
ened, and their heathen notions and prejudices so weakened and undermined, 
as to render their conversion more hopeful, thanthat of any other class of hea- 
thens. In this way, the heathen themselves might be made the instruments 
of pulling down their own religion, and of erecting on its ruins the standard 
of the cross. This plan of schoc!ing has been adopted by the Danish 
mission at Tranquebar, and the late Dr. John has given a most interesting 
and encouraging account of its success, in his publication on the population 
of India, which you have probably seen.* The whole expeise of a school, 
which should contain fifty children, might probably, on an average, be 
brought within the small compass of twelve dollars a month;—a trifle indeed 
when compared with the good which it would preduce. We were once on 
the point of entering on this experiment, but our means were too scanty. 

Taki ting children to bring uftias Christians. 

The success which has attended this measure, in the African missions, and 
in the Danish mission at ‘Tranquebar, is peculiarly encouraging. It has been 
the means, under God, of furnishing the latter with a considerable number of 
able preachers, and many hopeful Christians. In Bombay, the call for this 
kind of Christian benevolence is peculiarly urgent. In addition to the hea- 
thens, there are many degraded and miserable Portuguese and half-cast 
children, who seem to have no way cf escaping misery, both temporal and 
eternal, unless this arin of charity be imnicdiately stretched out for their 
salvation. 

It is believed, that heathen children might be obtained here in greater num- 
bers, and with greater facility, than in almost any other part of India. Here 
many Causes operate to weaken the power of the cast, andof the heathen prej- 
udices generally. Besides, the place swarms with beggars the most wretch- 
ed, who fiock hither, especially in times of scarcity, from the neighboring con- 
tinent, with their families; and not unfr equently parents die and leave their 
orphan children, destitute, helpless, fri lendiess, and wretched in the extreme. 

A gentlem4n has told us, that once, and that since we have been here, he 
saw four such pitiable objects tegether. Our friend, Mr. M. more than a 
year ago, as he was walking over the green near the fort, found one of these 
poor creatures lying upon the po. without food, without clothes, sick and 
utterly forsaken. He ordered the boy to be conveyed to his house, to be fed, 
clothed, an< nur sed, and search to be made fur his friends. But no friend could 
be found. He kept him abont a year, and as he was then going to the Cane 
himself, he consigned the boy toour care. He hasbeen with us about four 
months and is now considerably advanced in reading and writing English, 
and can pretty correctly answer many of the leading questions about Chris- 
tianity, He appears to be about twelve or fourteen years of age, and of good 
abilities and disposition. The expense ef feeding, clothing, and educating 
these miserable cbjects would be d mere trifle, probably not more, should the 
number be considerable, than two dollars a month for each child, which is not 
worthy tobe named, in the comparison with the uns speakable good, which 
would accrue to the children even in the present life. Here isa way in which 
so great good may be done at so /ittle exfiense, and in circumstances, too, 
which advance such an incontrovertible claim upon all the feelings of hu- 
manity and common benevolence, that the meie mentioning of such a 


* Before the receipt of this paper, the Ccmmittee had recommended the essay of the 
tate excellent Dr. Jon to the particular consideration of the missionaries. En. 
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method of averting human woe, it might be supposed, would be enough to en- 
sure all the means necessary to effect it. Were these forlorn objects raising 
their woeful cry at your doors in America, to offer them no relief would be 
thought a relinquishment of all title to be called Christians. But in the 
sight of God, how far does their distance from a Christian land abrogate 
their claim upon Christian charity? May it not be presumed, that many who 
do not think it their duty to aid in sending the Gospel to the heathens, 
would joyfully contribute for the support of plans so humane, so compassion- 
ate, towards their suffering fellow creatures? We most earnestly desire to 
see this labor of love begun im this place. 


QUARTERLY CIRCULAR OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


To all Foreign Mission Societies, and other Benevolent Associa- 
tions, which have contributed, or design hereafter to contribute, to 
the funds of the American Bourd of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions. 


Dear Brethren, Sisters, and Friends, 

AT the late annual meeting of the Board, in whose name and behalf we 
now address you, it was made the duty of the Prudentia! Committee to trans- 
mit a Quarterly Circular Letter to every Society, which has beeis formed, or 
may hereafter be formed, for the purpose of assisting the Board to prosecute 
the great work of spreading the Gospel among heathen nations. This work 
is promoted by translating the Holy Scriptures into the languages of the 
heathen, and bv sending faithful missionaries to explain the Scriptures, and 
to preach the words of eternal life. It is with the most affectionate confi- 
dence in the Christian liberality of those, whom we are addressing, that the 
committee enter upon the pleasing duty assigned them. 

The nature of the cause, in which we are embarked, is such as to admit, 
and even to require, the united labors, sacrifices, atid prayers of multitudes. 
It is, indeed, a grand characteristic of the holy religion which we profess, 
that it furnishes ample scope for the zeal and the activity of all; while the 
united pursuit of a great and good common object enlarges the powers and 
increases the enjoyment of every individual. The Gospel is a message of 
love. When this message is sent to the heathen, its tendency is to produce 
love, peace, and happiness, not only in the hearts of those to whom it is sent, 
but in the hearts of those, also, who are aciive in seading it. This has been 
the fact from the time of the Apostles, the first missionaries to the heathen, 
through the intervening ages to the present day. It will always continue to 
be the fact. The more actively Christians are engaged in diffusing the bles- 
sings of the Gospel, the more sensibly will they share these blessings, and 
the more resolutely will they persevere in a work, which Christ himself ex- 
pressly enjoined, in these memorable words, Go, preach the Gospel to every 
creature, and which he has ever distinguished by marks of his peculiar favor. 

It will be proper, on this occasion, to give a brief view of the operations of 
the Joard, and of its designs. 

Early in the year 1812, as the Christian public have been fully informed, 
& mission was fitted out, under the superintendence of the Board, with the 
inteation of establishing a permanent missionary station, in some promising: 
fiel'| among the heathen of Asia. After many discouragements, which were 
sustained by our beloved brethren with admirable constancy and patience, 
Messrs. Newell, Nott, and Hall are happily settled at Bombay. For two 
years and a half, they have been diligently employed in acquiring the lan+ 
guages of the heathen, and are now, as we have recently been informed by 
them, just beginning to proclaim, in the Mahratta tongue, the glad tidings ot 
salvation. Bombay appears to be one of the most promising stations in the 
whole pagan world. Many millions of ignerant heathens speak the language. 
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which is there peer yent.. Itis a written lang: lage; and our missionaries may 
he able to translate the Bible into it, or to av.iil themselves of any translation 
which may be. previously made. Already they have solicited that funds may 
be assigned then for the inaneeynete pudlication and distribution of portions 
of Scripture, and Tracts, in tle language above mentioned. There is no 
osher missionary at that place, or in the vicinity. The field is immensely 
I. arge; it is white for the ‘tarvest; and the laborer’s are few indeed. Let ev- 
ery reader pray, Chit Jie laborers may be increased; and, while he prays, 
let hin see that his actions correspond with his prayers. 

We cannot refrain from o>serving, that the writings:and the conduct of our 
Missionaries at Seats iy prove then to be possessed of rare qualifications for 
the sacred office, which they sustain. The memoriils, preferred to the 
Covernor of that Presideacy by Messrs. Nott and Hall, and the pious resigna- 
tion, mingled with the most te ‘licate sensibility, exhibited by Mr. Newell under 
the chaste: ing hand of his Heavenly Father, have endeared these brethren to 
ull, who feel an interest in the prosperity of the mission.* There is great 
reason t) congr atulate the religious public, and to express devout thanktul- 
ness to God, that the liberalit y of American Christians has succeeded, after 
considerable discourage nents, in planting a Christian mission in one of the 
most populous districts of heathen Asia. 

The Board have recently Atte | out another mission, which, as they have 
reason to hope and expect, will be estai:shed in the island of Ceylon, unless 
some other pl: ce shoul { clearly offer superior claims to attention, after the 
Missionaries have arrived there. To this island the benevolence of the 
Board has been invited, not only by the representations of the Missionaries, 
but by the Governor, who expressed his desire to Mr. Newell, that others 
should come out from America, and assist in evangelizing and civilizing the 

natives. For this destination Messrs. Rich: nm te W arren, Poor, Meigs and 
Bardwell have recently sailed. Mr. Warren is unmarried; the rest took 
their wives with them. 

All the missionaries, whose names have been mentioned, were liberally 
educated, studied theology three years before leaving this country, and 
preached to good acceptance in many of our congreg. ations. Four of the 
number attended regular courses of lectures in mc sdicine, surgery, and anat- 
omy, in the great medical school at Philadelphia, with a view to alleviate 
the temporal miseries of the heathen. Beyond any reasonable doubt all 
could have had eligble situations in our churches, if they had thought it their 
duty to remain in their native country. But they preferred to leave parents 
and friends, and to engage in the arduous service of preaching Christ where 
his name is not known. 

The expense of fitting out and supporting these Missions has already been 
considerable. A competent provision tor the regular salaries of the Mission- 
aries, for remittances on account of the translations, for decent libraries, and 
for unavoidadie contingent expenses, requires that resources should always 
be at hand. 

Besides what has been done to support missions, the Board have been able 
toremit, within three years past, no less than eight thousand six hundred 
and sixty dollars to aid in the translation and imi medi ite distribution of the 
Scriptures in Asia. This sum exceeds, by more than two thousand dollars, 
the amouat which has been specifically appropriated by the donors to this 
object. 

It is not to be f forgotten, that the Board desire to establish, as soon as possi- 
ble, a mission, or missions, among the Indians of our wilderness. The com- 
mittee have this subject constantly in view, and hope they sha'l soon be able 
to engage suitable agents to explore this field, and to coliect such information 
as will lead to an immediate prosecution of the design. Missions to the hea- 
then on our own continent, if conducted on the proper scale, will not be iess 
expensive than any other. 


* It is hardly necessary to say, that we refer to the death of Mrs. Newell, and her in- 
fant child. What this woman did for the Gospel, is every where told for @ memorial of her’. 
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It is desirable, also, that missions be sent to South America, as soon as our 
knowledge of that great continent, and the more settled state of its political 
concerns, will enable the Board to fix upon the most promising fields of labor. 

_As the great work of evangelizing the heathen advances, Christians in the 
United States may probably find themselves called on to take a more active 
part in it, than has ever yet entered their minds. Certain it is, that the vig- 
orous prosecution of the missionary plans now in contemplation, and a gener- 
ous aid to the translation of the Scriptures into all the languages of the world, 
will demand the continued and increasing liberality of all classes of Chris- 
tians, in every community where Christians are to be found. 

Among the great advantages, which result from the establishment of such 
societies as we are addressing, these two are worthy of distinct mention; viz. 
the formation of habits of liberality, and the consecration of the social frrinci- 
jes of our nature to the immediate service of religion. 

In regard to the first, we are communicating no new information, by say- 
ing, that habits of liberality are eminently favorable to present happiness and 
to a progress in Christian virtue. ‘The man, who has never learned what is 
the méaning of this declaration of the Savior, J¢ is more blessed to give than 
fo reccive, is yet ignorant of the nature of true and permanent happiness. En- 
lightened and intelligent Christians, while they neglect none of their domes- 
tis duties, do not permit all their aims and exertions to be confined to their 
own narrow circle, nor their minds to be engrossed by their private concerns. 
They fix their eyes with a benevolent regard on every attempt to relieve hu- 
man suffering, and to build up the Church, either at home or abroad, in 
Christian or in pagan countrics. 

It is a singular felicity of the times in which we live, that all persons, even 
those in the most humble and retired situations, can exert an active benevo- 
lence towards the most remote inhabitants of the earth. By the aid of Char- 
itable Societies now in constant operation, the poor widow, who lives among 
the mountains of Vermont, or on the waters of the St. Lawrence, or the 
Mississippi, can send her mite without the least difficulty to the spiritual re- 
lief of the Hindoo, or can assist in distributing the Holy Scriptures among the 
benighted millions of China. Many poor widows have already contributed 
their mites, and many wealthy individuals have given of their abundance, for 
these beneficent purposes. Persons of all classes have now the satisfaction 
of reflecting, that their charity has already reached the place of its destina- 
tion, and commenced that series of salutary influences, which will be contin- 
ued beyond the final consummation, and stretch forward into the boundless 
ages of eternity. The very statement of the opportunites, which are now 
presented to the benevolent, proves, that rapid progress has been made in the 
noblest and most beneficent designs. Let Christians adopt these designs as 
their own; as the objects of their affections, their contemplation, their labors, 
and their prayers; and let a haditual liberality be extended to them, not only 
as the effect of conviction and principle, but as’ the spontaneous product of 
an enlarged heart and of pious feelings. 

On the other topic, which has been mentioned, we must be brief. It ap- 
pears to be vastly important to the Christian cause, that the social principles 
of our nature should be consecrated to the service of God. It is necessary to 
a well ordered and harmonious state of society, that the members should con- 
verse and act together; that they should feel their common interests, and be 
moved, as by a common impulse, to the promotion of a common end. But in 
no case are a unity of design and a harmony of action so indipensable, so de- 
lightful, so animating, as in the effort to extend the boundaries of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom. Let the subjects of this kingdom consult together in relation 
to its interests; let them meet and converse familiarly, and devise liberal 
things; let the advancement of this kingdom be a standing topic in the social 
circle; and let persons of both sexes and every age have their societies for 
aiding its progress and rejoicing in its expected triumph. Such a course of 
proceeding highly becomes the Christian profession, tends to exclude frivo-~ 
lous and unprofitable conversation, exalts and purifies social intercourse, 4nd 
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directs the energies of scattered individuals in such a manner as to produce 
the greatest results. | 

There are many charitable institutions, at the present day, formed for high 
and laudable purposes. May they all prosper. Let no jealousy exist be- 
tween them. Let the means and the usefulness of each be greatly increas- 
ed. This must be the case, before the world can be renewed, and the em- 
pire of truth and love become firmly established. 

We conclude by reminding our Brethren, Sisters, and Friends, that now 
is the time for action. ‘The most important and the most pressing concerns; 
those which relate to the spiritual welfare of millions; ‘hese concerns must 
not be deferred. They have been too long deferred already. Let indolence 
and indifference be stripped of all their pleas; let every Christian gird him- 
self to the arduous, the self-denving duties of the day; and thus let him lay 
up for himself and for others a fund of inexhaustible enjoyment in the king- 
dom. of God. 

The various charitable institutions ia Great Britain are annually increas- 
ing in strength, activity and usefulness. The receipts of the London Mis- 
sionary Socrety amounted, in the year ending last March, to more than 
100,000 dollars. The receipts of the Church Missionary Society rose, in a 
single year, from an annual income of 12,000 dollars, toan annual income of 
more than 50,000 dollars; and the last year they amounted to more than 
70,000 dollars. The British and Foreign Bible Society expend in their for- 
eign objects more than 100,000 dollars annually. Yet these societies and 
many more are able to afford but a very small relief to the wants of 
600,000,000 of heathens. 

We would gladly state many facts, calculated to show the unspeakable 
value of Missionary exertions; but these must be reserved for future commu- 
nications. Suffice it to say, that in Africa and in Asia, at many different 
stations, the power of God is signallv manifest, in the conversion of sinners 
from a state of heathenish ignorance and vice, to a life of active piety and 
benevolence. ‘These triumphs of the Savior are fast multiplying, and, as we 
hope and trust, are still more rapidly to be multiplied, till the whole earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge and glory of God. 

With affectionate salutations we subscribe ourselves your servants in the 
Gospel. In behalf of the Prudential Cammittee, 

SAMUEL WORCESTER, Clerk. 
Boston, Dec. 1, 1815. 


N. B. It has been suggested to the Committee, that it would be accepta- 
ble, in many places, to have the preceding letter read from the pulpit. The 
subject is barely mentioned, and referred to the judgment of each clergy- 
man into whose hands the letter may fall. 

The secretaries of the several societies will be so good as to communicate 
this letter, so that it may be read or heard by the members as extensively as 
possible, 

The monthly list of donations is necessarily omitted. 


OBITUARY. 


In Our last volume, we announced the death of the venerable Dr. Horpxtns, of Salem, 
and mentioned our intention to insert a further account of him, in a subsequent num- 
ber.- The only reason of the delay has been a wish to furnish a more full account than 
was in our ssion. We now present our readers with extracts from the Rev. Mr. 
Emerson’s Sermon, preached at the interment of Dr. Hopkins, and with some ad- 
ditions by the same hand. We intended to add a few paragraphs ourselves; but the 
= allotted to this article will not permit. We only say, that Mr. Emerson has had 
the best epportanities of being thoroughly acquainted with his lamented colleague; and 
that we eannot let the opportunity pass, without expressing our veneration for the 
character of the faithful minister, whose excellent qualities are here commemorated. Bp. 


2 . 


THE ministry of our venerable Father and Pastor, whom we have recently 
accompanied for the last time to this hoase of God, was eminently a warfare. 
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For more than half a century, he has acquitted himself like a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ. Having been called by the grace of Ged jn his youth, he 
early devoted himself to the service of his Master. ‘To the day of his death, 
he believed that he had experienced a gracious change in his heart and mind, 
before he commenced the pursuit of a public education.* He began to 
preach within a year or two after he had finished his collegial course; and 
about the same time was recommended by the president of the college to @ 
vacant parish in Halifax, Nova Scotia. There he was highly esteemed for 
his promising talents, gmiable manners and faithful preaching. But the low 
state of his health prevented his establishment in that place, 

{n 1766, he came to this town, and preached to the ‘Third Church and So- 
ciety, then vacant by the death of the Rev. Mr. Huntington. ‘The doctrines 
he preached, and the manner of his preaching them, gained him many warm 
friends, and many bitter enemies. | 

During a residence in this place of twelve years previous to his ordination 
over this church, he was most of the time very usefully and acceptably em- 
ployed as a teacher of youth. Many of his pupils, yet living, remember hiro 
with gratitude, and still retain many of his precepts and remarks, as mem - 
rials of his wisdom and fidelity, While thus employed, he preached in sev- 
eral vacant parishes in this county, and in Hamilton received a cal] to settle 
in the ministry, which he declined on account of his feeble health. In those 
parishes he was the acknowledged means of the conversion of numbers, some 
of whom finished their course before him, and others, still living, remember 
him with great affection. 

When the revolutionary war broke out, and the situation of the country 
required the wisest counsels and best measures, the eyes of the people were 
turned to him, and he was elected a member of the Provincial Congress. In 
that capacity he displayed the wisdom and energy of his mind, and evinced 
that ardent patriotism, and those correct political opinions, for which he was 
distinguished to the end of his life. His popularity and mfluence as a mem- 
ber of the Provincial Congress having excited some powerful jealousies 
at home, which threatened to displace him, that honorable body elected him 
to fill a still more important place in the Council. Both as a member of the 
Congress and of the Council, he was highly respected, and served his coun- 
try with much fidelity, activity and usefulness. 

In the mean time, after long and severe contentions in the Third Church 
and Socicty, relative to Dr. Whitaker, a disruption having taken place by 
the departure of the Doctor and his adherents trom Congregational to Pres- 
pyterian principles, this church, retaining the original name and platform, 
gave Mr. Hopkinsa call to become their pastor. ‘This call he receiyed when 
a member of the Council. 

Though he had a flattering prospect of rising to eminence in the civil de- 
partment, and a motive to negative the call, which a man of ambitious views 
and worldly policy wouid not withstand, he hesitated not to abandon every 
object of this kind, and enter upon the arduous and self denying work of the 
Gospel ministry. To this work be had early clevoted himself, and his heart 
was fixed upon serving his Savior and generation in this way, The uncom- 
mon wnanimity and strong attachment manifested by the church and parish 
ia their call, determined him to accept it, and he was ordained in Nov. 1773. 


* Dr. Hopkins was born of respectable and pious parents in Waterbury, Conn. Oct. 
46, 1734. When he was 14 years of age, his father died, and the care of his education 
devolved on his eldest brother, the late Dr. Samuel Hopkins, of Newport, R. 1. then 4 
settled minister in Great Barrington. By him he was fitted for the university, and enter- 
ed Yale College at the age of 20. In college he was distinguished as a scholar; and in the 
commencement exercises, when he received the Bachelor’s degree, he was honored with 
the first appointment. His theological education he pursued under the tuition of his 
brother; but soon after he began to preach, he was compelled by the deciiumg state of 
his health to lay aside his professional studies. 

During most of the interval of eight years, which intervened between his Jeaving col- 
lege, i 1758, and his coming to Salem, in 1766, he passed his time either in manual labo: 
travelling, or preaching ogcasioually, as his strength wowd permit. | 
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The sincerity of that attachment was evinced by its continuing without 
abatement to the end of his life. 

During a ministry of thirty-six years, many of you have been witnesses 
“how holily, and justly, and unblamably, he behaved himself among you. He 
was gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children. Ye remem- 
ber, brethren, his labor and travail; for, laboring night and day, he preached 
unto you the Gospel of God. And ye know how he exhorted and comforted 
and charged every one of you as a father doth his children.” I appeal toyou, 
who have known him through evil report and good report, under discourag- 
ing opposition and flattering caresses, whcther he has not maintained a rare 
union of Christian grace and social virtue? If, in any thing I say of him, I ex- 
ceed the truth, vou can testify against me. 

His natural abilities were of the first order. But through illness of health in 
the earlier part of his life, he was prevented from forming those habits of read- 
ing and close investigation, which might have raised him toeminence m science 
and literature. But he attained a better eminence. He was eminent for self- 
government, humility, forgiveness of injuries, patience under trials, and a 
quiet, peaceable, affectionate disposition. Though possessed of a lively sen: 
sibility, few men have had a more entire rule over their own spirits. When 
treated with asperity and bitterness, instead of rendering railing for railing, 
or in any way retaliating an injury, he would meekly hold his peace, and 
never discover a revengeful temper. Few men, in their lives, have approach- 
ed nearer the Savior’s golden rule, ““Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, da ye even soto them.” Inthe words of the prophet, we may tru- 
ly say of him, that he “did justly, loved mercy, and walked humbly with his 
God.” 

He was a man of prayer. According to his dying declaration, he had 
maintained the practice of daily secret devotion from his youth. His social 
prayers were remarkable for a spirituality, pertinence and ease, which ren- 
dered them extremely edifying to Christians, and indicated an habitual inter- 
course with heaven. In this exercise he seemedto be athome. His prayers 
appeared like the spontancous effusions of a heart fixed on heavenly things, 
deeply imbued with “an unction from the Holy one,” and breathing a fervent 
piety toward God and benevolence toward men. 

He had an ardent love for the souls of men, and for many years took an 
active and leading part in attcmpts to promote their welfare, by spreading 
the Gospel among the destitute. He was one of the formers of the Massa- 
chusetts Missionary Society; and none, perhaps, have done more toward the 
objects of that benevolent institution. From its first formation, he was annu- 
ally chosen a member of the board of trustees. In that respectable body he 
was distinguished by a punctual attendance at their regular meetings, and by 
a wise and steady zeal in the good cayse in which they were engaged. His 
example could not fail to have a salutary influence upon his colleagues in 
office. His influence in the missionary cause was, indeed, extensively felt, 
and was particularly apparent in the place of his residence, by awakening 
the people to the spiritual wants of their destitute countrymen, and inducing 
them to contribute to their relief. During the fifteen years, which have 
elapsed since the formation of the Massachusetts Missionary Society, his 
parish, in compliance with his invitation, have made an annuai contribution, 
the aggregate of which has exceeded two thousand dollars. For several 
years more money was paid into the treasury of that society by his parish 
and the Rev. Dr, Worcester’s of Salem, than by all the other parishes that 
contributed to the same society within the Commonwealth. It was Dr. Hop- 
kins’s practice, at each annual missionary contribution, to address his people 
on the general subject, and give such information relative to the religious 
and moral state of the country and their own duty, as he judged their circum- 
stances to require. ‘This practice, so beneficial in its tendency and effects, 
would aot every minister of the Gospel do well to imitate? Many people, 
who are able to do much for the spread of the Gospel, are disposed to do but 
little or nothing, because the religious and moral situation of the country and 
che world, has never been duly laid before them. , 
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In 1812, the society expressed their respect for the Doctor by electing 
him to the office of president, the duties of which, though at so advanced an 
age, he discharged with correctness and dignity. In this office he remained 
until death released him from his labors. 

He was also very faithful and laborious as an editor of the Massachusetts 
Missionary Magazine from the commencement of that work toits union with 
thePanoplist. During the publication of the fourth and fifth volumes of that 
evangelical and useful magazine, the editorial duties devolved chiefly on him. 
And though a large portion of his time and much labor and care were devot- 
ed to this business, he desired and receiyed no other reward than thé satis- 
faction of believing that he contributed to the promotion of divine truth and 
the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 

As a citizen, he was affable, courteous, upright, and exemplary in all his 
conduct. The originality of his genius and the pleasantry of his conversa- 
tion made him a most interesting and agreeable companion. 

In the domestic circle, as a husband, father and friend, he was all that 
could be wished. 

As a counsellor, he was wise and faithful, Having almost an intuitive 
knowledge of human nature, a deep acquaintance with men and things, he 
was a man of uncommon sagacity. | 

As apastor, he sought the welfare of the flock, and labored “in season 
and out of season,” In the church, and wherever his influence extended, he 
was eminently a peacemaker. You know his condescension and kindness, 
and can attest his readiness to forego his personal comfort for your good. 
Peculiarly tender and affectionate, he partook of the joys and sorrows of his 
people. How many sick chambers and dying pillows can bear witness to his 
sympathy and love! 

Asa preacher, he had many excellent qualities. He insisted much and 
with great earnestness on these radical doctrines of the Gospel; namely, the 
universal and total sinfulness of mankind; the necessity of a renovation of 
heart by the agency of the Holy Spirit; of repentance toward God; of justifi- 
cation by faith in the infinite atonement of Christ; and the sovereignty of 
Gsod in all the operations of his grace. These, and other important truths, 
he inculcated as the grand motives to Christian holiness. His preaching ten- 
ded to exalt the Redeemer, and abase the sinner. His sermons were of a 
very different character from those dry moral lectures, which, by excluding 
the principal traits of Christian doctrine and experience, die upon the ear 
without penetrating the heart, Divine truth is the very lite-spring of godli- 
ness, the wholesome aliment, which strengthens and matures the believer, 
until he advances to the stature of a perfect man in Christ Jesus, Deprive 
him of this food, or adulterate it, and he becomes weak, sickly and lan- 
guishing. , 

Dr. Hopkins carried the searching and humbling truths of God’s word 
home to the conscience, so that few could be inattentive or indifferent under 
his preaching. His sermons, if they were not distinguished for logical preci- 
sion, or elegance of stvle, were, however, fraught with rich idéas, expressed 
ina very animated and engaging manner. Nor were his discourses void ot 
solid reasoning, or his style, of occastonal beauty and sublimity, He never 
failed to gain the attention, and interest the feelings of his hearers. His ges- 
ticulation was natural and graceful, and contributed in no small degree, to 
tue life and energy with which he spoke. 

His labor was not in vain. Many, who now hear me, regard him, through 
Christ, as their spiritual father. Many, who are now with the spirits of the 
just mace perfect, owe to him, as an instrument, their present anspeakable 
ys and those crowns of righteousness, which will be given them at the great 

ay. 

Could a minister of this description find any to oppose him in his uscful 
course? In the earlier part of his labor in this town, Dr. Hopkins found many 
‘o gainsay and resist him. For several years, like Paul in his last trial at 


Rome, no man in the ministry stood with him. Though he taught no other 


doctrine than Christ and his apasties, the Christian fathers and reformers, did 
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teach, yet many said to him, as the Athenians said to Paul, ‘hou bringest 
certain strange things to our ears.” They regarded him as a disturber of 
the people; as one who would “turn the world upside down,” by his doctrine 
and zeal. In one instance, he was formally waited on by a respectable gen- 
tleman, who earnestly desired him, for the health of the town, forthwith to 
leave it; as the inhabitants of a certain city once besought our Lord “to de- 
partout oftheir coast.” But with a prudent firmness he persevered in his 
labor, and suffered none of those things to move him. The gentleman, who 
waited on him with that extraordinary request, being afterwards essentially 
changed in his religious views and feelings, became one of his steadfast 
friends, and often blessed the Lord for sending such a preacher to Salem. He 
had the pleasure of seeing many of his bitterest opposers become his war- 
mest admirers. Armed with the panoply of God, he “earnestly contend- 
ed forthe faith once delivered to the saints,” and lived to see that truth, 
which he labored so zealously to promcic, gain such a spread and influence 
in the town and vicinity, as he had not expected to witness in his day. 
‘Though often assailed by the envenomed tongue of slander, the only revenge 
he sought was, to pity and pray for his traducers. 

Thus he ‘fought a good fight.”” He has ‘‘finished his course.” Buta few 
days since, he reached the goal. His course has heen leng, and, in sone 
parts of it, arduous and difficult. But, “forgetting the things that were be- 
hind, and reaching forth to those things that were before, he pressed toward 
the mark,” and, “looking to Jesus’ through the whole race, seemed 
never to “be weary or faint in his mind.” His labors and conflicts are now 
at aperpetual end. Having no other battle to fight, or race torun, he has 
put off his armor;,and, as we have reason to believe, his spirit, no longer con- 
tined to a frail body, is now with Jesus in Paradise, enjoying the reward of a 
faithful soldier. , 

He “kept the faith.” He was not only a firm believer in the divine inspi- 
ration of the Scriptures, but clearly saw, cordially embraced, and steadfastly 
maintained, those peculiar doctrines of grace, which distinguish the New- 
Testament from every human composition not grounded upon it. He was 
“not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ;” but seemed always to be most in his 
element, when explaining and enforcing those truths, “which are the power 
of God unto salvation.” 

There are mafiy at this day, who, after the example of Hymenzus and Al, 
exander in the time of Panl, ‘concerning faith have made shipwreck.” They 
so interpret the Scripture <s to rob the Savior of his divine honors, and re- 
cuce the Gospel to a level with the moral writings of Plato and Seneca. But 
Dr. Hopkins “laid the axe unto the root of the trees.” No man was mere 
strenuods for good works, or more zealously inculcated the necessity of them. 
But he believed with Paul, that, however blameless men might be in their 
conduct, however splendid in their works of beneficence, if they were desti- 
tute of holy love, they were “as sounding brass, or as a tinkling cymbal.” On 
this subject, his maxim was, “Let the tree be good, and it will produce good 
fruit.” In his views of divine truth he changed not; but to the end “held 
fast that form of sound words,” which he embraced in his youth. He kept 
the faith both as to his profession of it, and as to the fidelity with which he 
discharged the duties of the m inistry. 

That Gospel, which he had preached, afforded support and comfort to his 
mind, under the pains of disease and in the prospect of death. His last sick - 
ness, from the acuteness of his disorder, was very distressing; and he endured 
it with exemplary patience. During most of the time, his mind was in great 
darkness. ‘lo use his own words, *‘Christ seemed to have withdrawn him- 
self, so that he could not find him.” Even then, however, he did not abandon 
his hope of salvation. He often expresed his firm persuasion of the truth of 
those doctrines of grace, which he had so long preached, and had the assur- 
ance of faith, though not of hope, in his darkest hours. 

Several days before his death, the Lord was pleased to visit him with the 
ight of his countenance, and cortinued it, until he was removed, as we trust, 
to tite region of perfect light. ‘The transition in his mind was sudden. The 


first expression oi ic wo¢ immediately on the close of a prayer, which was of: 
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fered for him, when he exclaimed, “My soul is safe!” He then settled into a 
calm and peaceful serenity. Being congratulated on the removal of his dark- 
ness and fear, and reminded of “the joy that Was set before him,” he replied, 
“J feel more comfort than I ever felt before in my life. He constantly ex- 
pressed a deep sense of unworthiness and guilt, and often spoke, in the strong- 
est terms of gratitude and admiration, of the grace of God, and the precious 
blood of Jesus, in which he placedall hisdependence. 

His heart, at times, seemed to be full to overflowing, in view of the love 
and glory of the Redeemer, and in anticipation of the blessedness of the 
heavenly world. After some remarks made to him on these topics, he seem- 
ed for a moment to be transported to the celestial mansions, and broke out in 
these words—‘“Farewell! Farewell! All hail! All hail! 


*‘Jesus with all thy saints above, 
My tongue would bear her part, 
Would sound aloud thy saving love, 
And sing thy bleeding heart.” 


When convinced that his departure was at hand, he called his wife, and, 
expressing the most tender affection, devoutly commended her to the grace of 
God. He also called each of his ghildren to his bed, and gave them his dying 
counsel separately, ina very solemn and appropriate manner. He after- 
ward desired the whole family to assemble around him, and, like a dying pa- 
triarch, gave them his charge and blessing. He warned his children not to 
put off the concerns of their souls, butto make religion their choice, and to be- 
ware of the temptations and follies of the world. He charged them to be con- 
stant attendants on the worship of God in his house, to be kind and faithful to 
each other, and to train up their children for God. 2 ath 

After lingering several days beyond the expectation of his friends, he yield- 
ed up the ghost without a struggle or a groan. His enshrouded remains we 
have followed, with every mark of respect, to the silent tomb. There let 
them rest until the resurrection. 
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TO PATRONS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


WE regret, tiiore than our subscribers possibly can, the delay of this number 
‘The delay has been occasioned, in the first instance, by the backwardness of 
agents in thaking their returns for this volume; and afterwards by the tem- 
porary illness of the editor. It was desirable to ascertain, as nearly as pos. 
sible, the number of subscribers, before the volume should be commenced: 
that we might not incur a needless risk on the one hand, nor be perplexed 
on the other, as Was the case last year, with applications which could not be 
satisfied. The result has been, that we print 750 more copies than of the 
last voluthe, so that persons, who shall subscfibe at any time during the year, 
can probably be supplied. Our work is also reprinted at Utica, N. ¥. where 
it can be had by application to Camp, Merrell! & Camp, booksellers. 

It has been supposed by some of our friends, that the time of the editor jis 
partially occupied in conducting the Recorder, a newspaper of a religious 
character and tendency, lately established in Boston. This is a mistake. 
‘The editor of the Panoplist has no interest in the Recorder, except that of a 
friend and well-wisher; nor any responsibility for its contents. It was con- M 
templated, at one time, that he should have a part in conducting the Record- 
er; but this was on the sole condition, that an assistant should be obtained 
for the Panophist. M 

It has been supposed, also, that the circulation of the Recorder would in- th 
jure that of the Panoplist. We have never believed that this will be the case. 





























Assuming that these works are what they profess to be, and that they are (4 
suited to accomplish what they are designed to accomplish, there is still room th 
for a vast increase of subscribers to each; and, unless we are greatly mistak- wl 
en, the number of religious publications to be printed and read in this country, ere 
is yet to be prodigiously augmented. fat 
As the editor of the Panoplist is almost unconsciously led to speak of him- ~ 
self, it seems not improper to say, that whatever remains to nim of health or fit 






life will be devoted to that work, and to the various charitable objects which 
it is cmmngst in promoting, provided his exertions in these ways are thought 
to be useful, and the work shall receive the continued patronage of the relig- 
ious public. But he never has solicited, and never intends to solicit, subscrip- 
tions as a personal favor. Whatever may be the condition of the work here- 
after, it is a source of great satisfaction, that the Panoplist has hitherto taken 
a part in all those benevolent and public-spirited exertions, which have been 
made in our country to reform the morals of the community, and to extend 
the influence of the Gospel at home and abroad. 

We have secured the copy-right of the oo: This is not done from 
any selfish design; but merely to prevent barefaced mutilations and piracies 
of original articles, of which not a few instances have occurred hitherto, 
other similar aggressions having been contemplated on a systematic flan. 
Permission is freely given to the Connecticut Evangelical Magazine, the Ver- 
mont Adviser, the Christian Monitor, printed at Portland, the Christian Mon- 
itor, printed at Richmond, (Vir.) the Recorder, the Weekly Recorder, print- 
ed at Chilicothe, and the Religious Remembrancer, printed at Philadelphia, 
to extract any articles from the Panoplist, provided they give credit for each 
article, and publish a general notice that, though the copy-right of the Panc- 
plist is secured, they have our express permission to make selections without 
restraint; it being understood, that this permission may be revoked in the 
same public manner’in which itis now given. This reserve is made only to 
guard against possible abuses, which we presume will never take place. It 
has given us pleasure to see some of the most valuable articles in our work 
reprinted in respectable publications; but it ought to be known, that more 
time and expense have been laid out upon the Paneplist than upon any simi- 
lar magazine in our country. a 

We regret that we are obliged to postpone the Parajfihrase of 1 Cor. xi. 
It is in type, and would have been inserted, could we have divided any of the 
larger articles without essential injury. 

The poetry of AMERICANUS; the lines on Miss H.; the Afemoirs of the 
Rev. John Cleaveland; and several other communications; have been re-/ 
ceived. 


































